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OAU Chief Urges PANA To Honor Obligations 


AB3003 175290 Dakar PANA in English 
1540 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] Abuja (Nigeria), 30 March (PANA}—The OAU 
secretary general, Salim Ahmed Salim has called on 
African countries to solve the financial constraints ham- 
pering the consolidation of the PAN-AFRICAN NEWS 
AGENCY. 


In a message to the 8th session of the continental 
agency’s Inter-Governmental Council (IGC) which 
opened Friday in Abuja, Salim deplored that PANA’s 
consolidation was being hampered by the “non- 
adherence to iis needs by almost all member states”. 


He noted that the mere fact that PANA is there is in itself 
a remarkable initiative but asked “should we let our 
initiative abort before even achieving its objectives?” 


Salim’s message was read on his behaif by the acting 
head of the OAU Department of Press and Information, 
Ibrahim Dagash. Salim stressed that the appalling state 
of our economies should in no way be pretext for 
memiber states not to at least partially honor their 
obligations towards the agency”. 


He applauded the utilisation of PANA articles by certain 
end users in Africa but deplored their non-utilisation by 
some who preferred foreign media reports. 


The secretary general said that high telecommunication 
tariffs were choking the endeavor by Africans to have 
their development projects known within and outside 
the continent. 


On the elections of the next director general of PANA, 
Salim said “acknowledging the professional nature of the 
agency, I have no doubt you will base your recommen- 
dations to the conference of ministers on professional 
experience and other relevant considerations”. 
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Pan-African News Agency Meeting Held in Nigeria 
AB0204 120890 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] The eigth meeting of the council of the PAN- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY. PANA, opened in Abuja 
today. It is scheduled to last two days. Declaring the 
meeting open, the minister of information, Prince Tony 
Momoh, regretted that one of the major problems facing 
PANA was nonpayment of dues by member organiza- 
tions. He pointed out that since the establishment of 
PANA about eight years ago, the agency had not been 
able to collect more than 50 percent of contributions 
from member states. He therefore urged all those who 
were in arrears to make deliberate effort to fulfill their 
obligation. 


Council Adopts Budget Report 


ABO0104120290 Dakar PANA in English 
1406 GMT 31 Mar 90 


{Text} Abuja, 31 March (PANA)}—The 8th session of the 
PANA IGC [Inter-Governmental Council], held from 30 
to 31 March in Abuja (Nigeria) cn Friday evening 
adopted the report of the Finance Committee. 


The committee, chaired by Algeria, incudes representa- 
tives of Cameroon, Ghana, Mozambique and Senegal. 
Its task was to examine the administrative and financial 
management of the continental agency during the 1988- 
1989 budgets, fixed at 3,759,953 U.S. dollars in 1988 
and 3,607,448 dollars in 1989. 


According to the Finance Committee chairman, Mr. 
Bouzar Abdesselam of Algeria, for the first time contri- 
bution’s by PANA member states reached 95 per cent of 
the estimated budget of 3,759,953 U.S. dollars in 1988 
and 49 per cent in 1989. He said the total expenditure 
represented 90.92 per cent of the approved funds. 


The committee commended the effort of the PANA 
management in financial management. 


On the other hand, the draft programme of action for the 
budget of the next two years indicates a two per cent 
reduction for 1990 and one per cent for 1991. 


The draft budget, which had been fixed at 3,524,662 
U.S. dollars for 1990 and 3,597,085 for 1991, was also 
approved by the committee, and submitted to the 8th 
IGC session. 
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Chad 


Paris on Conflicting Reports on Battle Victories 


LDOS04 141290 Paris International Service in French 
0630 GMT § Apr 90 


[Excerpts] In Chad, after the supporters of rebel Idriss 
Deby, it is the armed forces’ turn to publish victorious 
communiques. Ndjamena says it has retaken control of 
Tine and Bahai, two Chadian outposts occupied about 
10 days ago by guerrillas. Jean Karim Fall reports: 


[Fall] [passage omitted: Chad communique quoted] A 
spokesman for Idriss Deby states that two villages, which 
are a few kilometers from the Sudanese border, are still 
under the control of the patriotic salvation forces. On the 
other hand, it is at present almost certain that Idriss 
Deby’s fighters have not succeeded in taking the town of 
Guereda 200 kilometers south of Abeche where a French 
detachment is stationed. The fighting around this area is 
still going on. Ndjamena has sent reinforcements to the 
area to try and block the rebels and prevent them from 
withdrawing to Sudan. [passage omitted: background: 
Chad says it has totally wiped out rebel armed forces in 
east] 


FANT Communique No. 3 on Anti-Rebel Operation 


ABOS04205590 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT § Apr 90 


{Communique No. 3 of the Chadian National Armed 
Forces (FANT) High Command” issued in Ndjamena on 
5 April] 


[Text] As we announced to you in our previous commu- 
nique, the FANT have completely destroyed the 
Sudanese-Islamic forces after surrounding their troops of 
aggression. The provisional outcome of this eminent 
operation carried out by our armed forces is as follows: 


On the enemy side: 730 dead; 316 troops taken prisoner. 


Equipment seized from the enemy: 67 Toyotas equipped 
with [words indistinct] machine guns; seven Toyotas 
equipped with SPG-9 guns; eight Korean-made jeeps 
equipped with 106-mm guns; 23 Toyota troops carriers; 
five ol-mm mortars; 62 SPG-7 weapons; 25 machine 
guns; 760 individual weapons; six heavy-duty trucks 
loaded with foodstuffs and ammunition of all kinds: 
several cases of ammunition of all kinds seized; two 
transceivers, and one mobile auto workshop. 


Enemy equipment destroyed: eight Toyotas equipped 
with 14.5-mm guns; six Toyotas equipped with SPG-9 
guns; five Toyotas equipped with 107-mm _ ground- 
to-ground missiles, 10 Toyota troops carriers: five 
Korean-made jeeps equipped with 106-mm guns; and 
three heavy-duty trucks loaded with ammunition. 


With this new and serious defeat inflicted upon the 
Sudanese-Islamic forces in the pay of Libya, the valliant 
FANT fighters have once again demonstrated the proof 
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of their unflinching determination to annihilate any 
aggression so that the fatherlznd might remain free and 
independent. 


Rebel Group Deplores French Reinforcement 


ABOS04 164690 Paris AFP in French 1538 GMI] 
5 Apr 90 


[Text] Brazzaville, 5 Apr (AFP}—In a communique 
issued in Brazzaville this morning, the Rally for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress (RDP. the opposition to the 
Ndjamena regime) has deplored the limited reinforce- 
ment of the French “Sparrowhawk” Operation in Chad 
following the outbreak of fighting on the Sudan-Chad 
border. “The attitude of France, which has been cham- 
pioning democracy, human rights, and liberties, and 
supporting people’s demands in Eastern Europe, Latin 
America, and Asia, 1s paradoxical in its determination to 
maintain the Chadian dictator, President Hissein Habre. 
in power, the communique said. 


The RDP was also critical of the Chadian Govern- 
ment—which it accused of “hiding facts regarding the 
internal situation, which has been deteriorating every 
day”—for accusing Libya of aggression against Chad 
For the RDP, the soldiers opposing government forces tn 
the rebellion led by [words indistinct] denounced 
“abductions, tortures, and arbitrary arrests.” and 
accused the Ndjamena regime of laying off about a 
hundred policemen, most of them under the age of 40. 


The RDP called on the “patriotic forces of the opposi- 
tion to close ranks, and for Chadians from witain to rise 
against” President Hissein Habre’s regime. The RDP. 
created in February and based in Brazzaville, includes 
the People’s Revolutionary Movement of Chad and 
Chadian Action for Unity and Socialism. 


Gabon 


Government Begins Rescinding Exit Visas 


AB0S04180590 Dakar PANA in English 
1430 GMT S$ Apr 90 


[Text] Libreville, 5 April (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The 
Gabonese Government has since Tuesday begun the 
implementation of the directive rescinding exit visas for 
Gabonese travelling out of the country, it was confirmed 
on Thursday in Libreville. 


The decision to cancel the visas was taken in March at a 
meeting of the Political Bureau of the ruling Gabonese 
Democratic Party at which President Omar Bongo was 
chairman. 


The Foreign M:ristry, transborder transport authorities, 
and the air and border police are at [as received] ensure 
strict compliance with the directive, according to an 
official notice issued on Tuesday. 
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Bongo on Chirac Remark on Multiparty Systems 


4B0104222990 Paris AFP in French 1237 GMT 
1 Apr 90 


{Text} Libreville, | A: (AFP)}—Gabonese President 
Omar Bongo said today ai the Europe | “Press Club” in 
Libreville that he “understood the sense” of the state- 
ment made recently in Abidjan by the former French 
premier and mayor of Par's, Jacques Chirac, that multi- 
party politics was not suitable for Africa. 


“We have, in this country, experienced multiparty poli- 
tics, he recalled. What happened immediately was that 
there was no longer any understanding between two 
brothers because they joined different parties. People 
were fighting and the family unit no longer existed. At 
that time (in 1968) I made the decision to dissolve all 
existing parties, and we set up the Gabonese Democratic 
Party, which brought stability to the country.” 


“Henceforth,” President Bongo concluded, “we will 
have to act in such a way that parties, associations, and 
political leanings are no longer based on ethnic and clan 
groupings.” 


(In a statement in February in Abidjan, Mr. Chirac said 
that “multiparty politics was a kind of luxury for devel- 
oping countries” and a “political error,” it 1s recalled. 


French Trade Deficit With Gabon Rises in 1989 


ABO104220190 Paris AFP in French 1820 GMT 
29 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 29 Mar (AFP)}—The deficit in France's 
trade with Gabon increased threefold in 1989 as against 
that of 1988, according to economic statistics made 
public in Libreville. The external exchanges between 
France and Gabon represented a total amount of 6.403 
billion French francs in 1989, that is an increase of 20.7 
percent compared to 1988. 


French imports of Gabonese commodities increased by 
39.2 percent to 4.03 billion French francs in 1989, 
against 2.896 billion French francs in 1988, while the 
exportation of French commodities to Gabon decreased 
by 1.4 percent to 2.373 billion French francs in 1989 
against 2.407 bilhon French francs in 1988. 


France's trade balance stands at 1.657 billion French 
francs against 489 million French francs in 1988, that is 
the trade decifit multiplied by 3.3, owing essentially to 
the increase in volume (plus 50 percent) and in value 
(plus 105 percent) of oil imports. 


The margin rate of imports over exports for France 
stands at 58.9 percent in 1989 (the lowest level since 
1985), against 83.1 percent in 1988. Oil, which repre- 
sented 63.8 percent of France's imports in 1989, against 
43.3 percert in 1988, timber (13.6 percent in 1989), 
manganese (10.4 percent), and uranium (9.3 percent) are 
the essential commodities imported by France. 
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Hard goods (35.8 percent), basic consumer goods (21.3 
percent), medium industrial products (19.5 percent). 
food products (13.6 percent), and vehicles, as well as 
spare parts (9.8 percent) are Gabon’s main imports from 
France. 


Joint Session With Belgium Ends 24 Mar 


AB2803105090 Dakar PANA in French 
1135 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 27 Mar (AGP-Gab/PANA)—The 
second session of the Joint Belgium-Gabon Cooperation 
Commission ended on 24 March in the presence of Mr. 
Andre Geens, Belgi.n minister of cooperaticn, and Ali 
Bongo, Gabonese minister of foreign affairs and cooper- 
ation. During the deliberations. the two sides signed the 
documents consecrating the new cCrientaton of their 
cooperation. 


Hailing Gabonese President Omar Bongo’s willingness 
to initiate new political choices, the Belgian minister 
noted that the “characteristics of the European and the 
African mentality are not identical.’ Even though Africa 
needs assistance, he further said, “the time has come for 
the continent to open itself to new democratic paths in 
order to avoid sclerosis.” 


For his part, Ali Bongo recalled the willingness of the two 
governments to strengthen their relations of friendship 
and cooperation, adding that he envisaged the future 
with serenity and optimism. 


The Libreville meeting made it possibile to reactivate 
Gabon-Belgium cooperation in the fields of technical 
education and rail transpo't. Belgium is expected to 
increase its assistance in the fields of training and 
education and to provide technica! equipment. 


Zaire 


Agreements Signed With Belgium; ‘Crisis’ Over 


AB2903111190 Kinshasa Domestic Service 
in French 08500 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] A historic moment to improve Belgian-Zairian 
bilateral relations: Belgium, represented by Mark 
Eyskens, the minister of foreign affairs, and Andre 
Geens, minister for cooperation and development, and 
Zaire by Nguza Karl-I-Bond, the state commissioner for 
foreign affairs, and Mobutu Niwa, state commissioner 
for international cooperation, signed five agreements 
which will henceforth govern relations between the two 
countries. Mulamba Kaiala was present yesterday at the 
VIP reception room of the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
where the event took place. 


[Begin Kalala recording] The crisis between Belgium and 
Zaire is over, or alternatively the [words indistinct] 
according to the very words of Citizen Nguza Karl- 
I-Bond. the state commissioner for foreign affairs [word 
indistinct] (?0f) Marshal Mobutu. 
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it was «xactly 1800 Kinshasa time when the Belgian and 
Zairian parties represented by Mark Eyskens and Andre 
Geens for Belgium, and Nguza Karl-I-Bond and Mobutu 
Niwa on the Zairian side, signed the documents which 
mark the beginning of a new era. [words indistinct] the 
general convention governing relations between the 
Republic of Zaire and the Kingdom of Belgium, the 
special arrangements between the Republic of Zaire and 
the Kingdom of Belgium relating to the bilateral devel- 
opment plan; the protocol agreement between the two 
countries relating to [words indistinct] of Belgian coop- 
eration; and finally, the protocol between the two coun- 
tries relating to the training of Zairian cadres. [passage 
omitted] 


Mobutu on Belgium, IMF, Interna! Consultations 


AB0204 170390 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1100 GMT 
30 Mar 90 


[Terxt] Mbujyi Mayi, 29 Mar (AZAP)}—Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko, who has ust received Belgian Foreign Rela- 
tions Minister Mark Eyskens and Belgian Cooperation 
and Development Minister Andre Geens at Mbuyi May), 
told the Belgian press that the new agreement between 
Belgium and Zaire marks a new milestone in relations 
between the two states and that the crisis period that 
disturbed their relations must be forgotten. 


The father of the nation later explained at length the 
consultation tour he recenily paid to militants 
throughout the country concerning the country’s affairs. 
He asserted that the willingness of the Zairian people 
such as [words indistinct] will be expressed after the 
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discussions, will be implemented as the action program 
of the public authorities in all fields. 


Although he has already begun seeing signs of the will- 
ingness of the greater part of his people after visiting nine 
of the country’s |1 regions, he did not want to say 
anything to the press about his preliminary conclusions, 
preferring instead to pursue his discussions for one more 
month following the end of this campaign. so as to 
reserve the first pronouncements for those who are 
mainly concerned. 


Touching on the comparison that people are trying to 
make between his country and the countries of Eastern 
Europe, he remarked that he alone took the initiative to 
hold this popular consu!tation. He explained that after 
leading the country for almost 25 years, he would like to 
know the opinion of his people concerning what is being 
done and to seek suggestions from them concerning what 
should be done in order to make improvements. 


Concerning the allegation that some of his closest asso- 
ciates were against holding the consultations, the leader 
dismissed it, insisting t)\ai this is a matter for a leader 
and his people; the rest is garbage, as a thinker of the past 
century would say. 


Concerning Zaire’s re‘ations with the IMF and the 
World Bank, Marshal Mobutu explained that consulta- 
tions are proceeding to establish the program for the 
current year; that of last year went well, The difficulties 
that cropped up with the World Bank concerned Zaire’s 
utilization of the [word indistinct] accruing from the 
1989 exercise and that the country has devoted [words 
indistinct] concerning the transfer of these resources. It 
is a matter of sovereignty, he concluded. 
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Burundi 


President Buyoya Speaks on Ethnic Divisions 
FA2503212790 Bujumbura Domestic Service 
in French 0420 GMT 25 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] The president of the Republic, Mayor Pierre 
Buyoya, ends his tour of the country’s communes with 
Gitega Province. Yesterday, President Buyoya was a 
guest of the people of Bugendana, Giheta, and Mutaho 
communes and part of Gitega commune, at the Bugen- 
dana Stadium. In the afternoon, the head of state met 
representatives of the administration and party of the 
communes. The day was marked by the message sent to 
the people on the occasion by President Buyoya. It was a 
message of peace, unity, and development, a summary of 
which 1s read by our colleague, Mr. Aloys Hakizimana. 


[Hakizimana] Two major items were developed by Maj. 
Pierre Buyoya: national unity and communal self- 
development. Unity 1s the guarantor of peace, security, 
and national development. This unity is the affair of all 
members of Burundian society: the Twa, Hutu, and 
Tutsi. Together and not separately, the Hutu, Tutsi, and 
Twa must realize unity, under the common label of 
citizens of Burundi. 


Maj. Buyoya was clear and categorical: the Hutu who 
still wrongly believe that they could be happier after the 
extermination of all the Tutsi should be freed from 
illusions. The Tutsi who believe that their well-being 
would be assured following the elimination of all Hutu 
should also be freed from illusions. This Machiavellian 
thinking is outmoded. Hutu, Twa, and Tutsi inevitably 
share Burundian nationality. Everybody should know 
that national unity is the affair of every Burundian 
citizen, without ethnic, clan, regional, or any other 
distinction. 


The Hutu are not at all the enemies of the Tutsi, or vice 
versa. Have you ever seen a rich Hutu distribute his 
wealth to other poor Hutu through ethnic solidarity? 
Have you ever seen a Tutsi taking in his charge poor 
Tutsi, because after all they belong to the same ethnic 
group’ Realism obliges us, therefore, to recognize that 
belonging to an ethnic group ts not at all a handicap to 
the other ethnic group. We should once and for all 
understand that the common enemy to Burundians is 
malnutrition, ignorance, disease, and underdevelop- 
ment. 


The future of Burundi, therefore, belongs to the upright, 
honest, patriotic, hard-working Burundians who will 
have buried the germ of hatred and division. Fortu- 
nately, the head of state confirmed that millions of 
Burundians had already adhered to the program of 
national unity. Every day, newcomers are extending the 
ranks of the patriotic front (?which is fighting) for 
national unity. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


OLF Says No OLA Troops in Somalia 


EA0304 191090 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1700 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[“Statement™ by the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) on 
31 March] 


[Text] The OLF wishes to stress that the report from 
[words indistinct} on 30 March 1990 by the BBC 
reporter from Mogadishu, to the effect that the Oromo 
Libeation Ann» fOLA] had participated in the conflict in 
Somalia, slanders OLA’s name, and the OLF protests 
that slanderous and baseless report. 


It 1s a fact that the OLF has expanded its army and is 
fighting against the colonial Ethiopian Government 
forces within Oromo territory to liberate the Oromo 
people. What the OLF wishes to clarify is that there 1s 
not a single OLA soldier outside Oromo'and. There ts 
not a single OLA soldier in Somalia. According to the 
BBC reporter, however, [word indistinct] held talks with 
the OLF. This contradicts all reports stating that the 
OLA was not a (?standing) army and that the OLA had 
not addressed itself this way. The report, which was 
broadcast, was false and fabricated. 


It is known to all that many Oromos fled from ill- 
treatment at the hands of the Ethiopian Government to 
Somalia as refugees under the protection of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Many refugee camps have 
been attacked by armed (?groups) several times. Even 
this fact was misreported and the truth about it hidden. 


The Oromos regard their hosts, the Somali people and 
governmeni, as true friends. The Oromo people and 
their vanguard, the OLF. have no intention or idea to 
send [word indistinct] to Somalia. The OLF totally 
dismisses the misleading and totally untrue report which 
was based on hearsay. Her slanderous report was 
intended to conceal the truth. 


* Text of Mengistu’s Speech to WPE Committee 


340005364 Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD 
in English 8 Mar 90 pp 3-7 


[“Text™ of speech by President Mengistu Haile-Mariam 
to the Central Committee of the Workers Party of 
Ethiopia, WPE, on 5 March tn Addis Ababa] 


[Text] Dear Members of the Central Committee 


The primary guideline in the efforts which our Party is 
making in the discharge of the responsibility entrusted to 
it is the will and benefit of the entire Ethiopian people. 
Although, the desired goal has not been fully attained 
due to man-made obstacles and ecological imbalance, 
particularly drought, as well as due to weaknesses in plan 
implementation, a great deal of effort has been made in 
the interest of the welfare and progress of this country. 
This effort continues. We have now reached a stage 
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where, on the basis of assessments made in the past, we 
have to determine the direction of our country’s future 
path of progress with its sovereignty and integrity kept 
intact and in view of the present situation in the world. 
Therefore, since the pronosals made in the report which 
I will be presenting in this very minute will have a 


serious bearing on the integrity and future path of 


progress, I stronely urge that all citizens give them their 
ulmost attention. 


As the main protagonists and participants of events, the 
entire Ethiopian people realize only too well that there is 
nothing to which we have given more priority than the 
integrity of our Country and people and that during the 
last few months, too, our major attention and effort has 
been in this same direction. As the security of our 
country 1s the primary concern of all true citizens, it 1s 


extremely necessary to make periodic assessment of 


events and development and take appropriate measure. 


The other basic issue which cannot be denied our con- 
Stant attention is the question of our social progress. We 
have planned a great deal and have made enormous 
effort on the basis of the ambition our people had to see 
the country’s rapid freedom from backwardness. What 
have we achieved in the development activities we have 
undertaken within the framework of the objective situa- 
tion in Our Country, Our surroundings and the world at 
large? What problems have we encountered’ And what is 
to be done? It is appropriate to find answers to these and 
other topical questions. 


Our Central Committee’s meting will accordingly focus 
on two major issues. The first is to assess Our Country's 
security situation and create awareness which will help 
future efforts, the second is to examine the strategy 
which the Political Bureau has devised after assessing 
our country’s overall political and socio-economic situ- 
ation. 


Comrades, 


With regard to the disruption of peace in our country, it 
is mo secret to anybody that the “EPLF” [Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front] and “TPLF™ [Tigre People’s 
Liberation Front] have been committing, with unprece- 
dented arrogance and conspiracy, the preposterous act 
designed on the one hand, to dismember Eritrea and on 
the other, to bring about the disintegration of the 
country. 


One is aware, too, of thy: large-scale offensive which the 
“EPLF” and the “TPLF™ (emboldened by the arrogant 
act of predatory campaign in certain parts of the 
northern part of the country) have launched. 


Our main attention has been devoted, of late, to the tasks 
of containing the offensive which the “TPLF", in disre- 
gard to the peace call made by the Ethiopian people. has 
launched to dismember the country and that of the 
anti-peace EPLF which it had launched on realizing that 
the former's offensive had failed to achieve its goals 
easily. 
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The response we had to the cali which we made to the 
Ethiopian people after weign:ag the danger created ear- 
her and making public the conspiracy hatched by ene- 
mies of Ethiopian unity far and near. and after declaring 
that we had to choose between watchirg our country 
disintegrate and saving it by mobilizing the resources of 
the masses, not only made us highly proud of being 
Ethiopian but also enabled us to repulse the enemies of 
the country’s unity. 


However, the arrogance and offensive of our cnemies has 
only intensified and not abated 


External enemies, deeply inimical to Ethiopia's trad:- 
tional commitment to freedom and to its growth and 
Strength, with huge arms and logistic supplies shipped 
through the port of a neighbouring country and through 
preparations and command issued from the operation 
headquarters centered in that same neighbouring land 
are bleeding our country profusely. 


While the war declared on the already known fronts was 
in progress. the enemies of Ethiopia's unity have caused 
destruction through the offensive which they opened 
through wesiern Ethiopia two weeks ago with mayor 
armed support. Especially at Assosa. numerous compa- 
triots were murdered, development inirastructural facil- 
ities destroyed, public and private properly plundered 
and taken to a neighbouring country. Worst of all, some 
200 nationals including some patients wer shot or burnt 
alive behind closed doors mere'y on account of their 
nationality groups. Measure was taken promptly to con- 
tain this atrocity. 


While “e were countering aggressions launched on this 
and other fronts, the “EPLF™ opened another offensive 
by deploying all its forces to Massawa, the gateway of our 
northern regions. Amid round the clock effort to thwart 
this dangerous attack, the “TPLF™ created another dan- 
gerous situation by launching large scale offensive on the 
Debre Tabor front which disrupted the road link to the 
whole of Gondar. 


Since the war is with the traitors bent on destroying 
Ethiopia in the guise of Ethiopians, it is very arduous. 
They infiltrate fifth columnists who move within our 
forces under friendly guise only to commit acts of 
treachery and sabotage on innocent peoples. which 
makes it a very dangerous situation. Those who stand for 
national survival must get clear insight into this evil 
design and join hands to frustrate it speedily. 


Our enemies did not stop at these horrendous and 
desiructive activities, they had perpetrated previously 
and in the past few weeks. They have inflicted another 
damage to Ethiopia and its people during the last few 
days. 


They have grossly violated the freedom and unity of this 
ancient country and nation by launching an all-out 
attack on Bahr Dar using the “TPLF” as their accom- 
plice. What all citizens of Ethiopia, at home or abroad. 
workers, peasants, intellectuals, students. office workers, 
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merchants and Christians or Moslems should realise 1s 
that the destructive spree of our enemies 1s not limited to 
obliterating development structure and institutions of 
health and education. It 1s geared to destroying this 
country of ours which, alone in Africa, has managed to 
preserve the independence, identity, dignity and unity of 
its society. 


Compatriots' 


The dicerent [as published] units of the Revolutionary 
Army and the Peovle’s Militia as well as other deter- 
mined and commitied countrymen have quickly mobil- 
ised themselves to translate into deeds their firm stand of 
safeguarding the country’s unity, upholding the entity of 
Motherland and defending the honour of every citizen. 


This quick response testifies that the tradition of 
national unity and heroism did not die with our fore- 
bears who had died with their shoes on but ts rather very 
much alive and that it 1s and will be evocative of their 
memory. Our just indignation, fueled by the deep con- 
sciousness of our Ethiopianness and the sense of 
common destiny has once again demonstrated our per- 
ception of the Ethiopian identity to those who either 
underestimated or are ignorant of its significance 


The Ethiopian people know fully well from experience 
the sacrifices demanded by war. and this experience ts an 
outcome of the price they alone nad paid for centuries in 
blood tor ‘he defence of their freedom. It is thus not a 
product of the desire to capitalize on the fasiure of others 
in this region of the world. Hence, the Ethiopian people 
can never be accused of warmongering. and the entire 
world can never miss this fact. However, there had never 
been nor will ever be an alternative to beefing up muscles 
to ward off arrogant aggressions. Whatever the form of 
solution we shall agree on with our opponents, it is 
evident that there can be no alternative to ensuring, al 
any cost, the continued existence of the country. 


We cannot sit back and wait to savour the news of the 
exploits of the different units of our Armed Fo. ces and 
the People’s Militia who are making sacrifices at the 
forefront. Rather, each and every citizen must show in 
deeds what he or she can do for the country until the 
united might of counticss Ethiopians is felt by the 
enemy. An enemy committed to the destruction and 
disintegration of the country cannot be forced to retreat 
by sheer condemnation. No peaceful solution ts conceiv- 
able without a position of strength: we must by no means 
be caught unawares 


Compatriots, 


The escalation of fighting or the absence of peace in our 
country 1s cynically attributed by some to the Revolu- 
tion. It 1s not the desire and instigation of certain groups 
or restricted section of society that gave rise to the 
Revolution. On the contrary, the Revolution is an his- 
torical phenomenon that came 2% a result of tive griev- 
ances of the Ethiopian working people who had been 
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denied of equal citizenship mghts and generally their 
rights to be treated with a sense of justice 


However, some groups both at home and abroail viewed 
the Revolution as constituting a danger to thei" vested 
interests. Their allempt to reverse it by force -ntasled 
unnecessary problems and conflicts. There is. or, the one 
hand. the earnest desire of the Ethiopian people to build 
a just society by safeguarding their unity apd freedom, 
while on the other hand. there were exterzal forces and 
their internal accomplices who were beat on benefitting 
themselves from the decline and fall of the people. These 
two irreconcilable extremes have plunged us into this 
unfortunate situation of no peace 


Had we been ready to allow others to violate our 
freedom and disrupt our national unity as well as coun- 
tenance the suvinission of our compatriots to their will, 
there would obviously have been no need for a resolve, to 
defend our integrity. To accept to co-preside over our 
own demise 1s to admit that we have no rights and 
freedom to defend. Writings of classical antiquity. 
including the Holy Scriptures have eternally docu- 
mented the identity of this country and its people. It 
would be a sheer delusive, therefore. to expect that this 
generation would allow the destruction of its historic 
identity, hence. the need for us to face up and ultimately 
counter the attack against us. The Ethiopian people are 
yealous of their eninty and unity, and this had been tested 
at difficult times 


As has been repeatedly explained. attempts are being 
made to ascribe various confusing meanings to execute 
the current plot of trying to plunge this ancient country 
of ours, into compounded difficulties in order to being 
about disintegration. However. looked at tts overall 
perspective, it should not be cunfusing one bit that itisa 
plot hatched by those forces who do not wish to see 
Ethiopia making progress and strengthened, and partic- 
ularly those who use secessionists in Eritrea as a means 
to this end. It 1s the present and main strategy charac- 
teristic of the plot of the secessionists to try to pit 
Ethiopians against one another along tridal lines in order 
to bring about their objective which had hitherto failed 
to materialise despite the various means they had used 


Their strategy envisages the destruction of Ethiopia as a 
necessary precondition for the secession of Eritrea and as 
a lasting guarantee for the security of a future Eritrea 


With their accomplices in neighbouring countries, they 
are infiltrating into the country members of various 
nationalities in order to pit one nationality against 
another and thereby create hatred and friction among 
nationalitics. They have even managed to undertake 
sabotage activities in the western, castern and southern 
parts of our country where they destroyed cconomK 
infras.cuctures and sted the blood of innocent citizens 


When the anti-Ethiopian activiies of “TPLE™ (the off- 
spring of “EPLF”) failed to bring about their objective at 
the tempo and speed it had wanted. the jatter launched a 
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fresh offensive in disregard of the on-going peace 
effori—an act which 1s a sure sign of what they are 
Striving tor 


In general, they are cngaged in creating seeds of discord 
among nationalities, pitting one against the cther and 
dividing them in order to destroy Ethiopia—a hostile act 
which they set themselves as their permanent task. With 
this dastardly act which even history shall not forget. 
they have been belabouring day and night to plunge our 
country into dangerous precipice so as to bring about 
their long-held objective of separating Eritrea, thereby 
destroy Ethiopia and wipe her out from the map of the 
world. There 1s no ¢ -1! design they do not use within the 
country and abroad 1n order to fulfil about their lame 
objective, and they also brag about belittling Ethiopia, 
causing the endless blood-shed and death of citizens as 
though these are worthy deeds 


The secessionists have made a habit of giving the impres- 
sion that the fighting in Eritrea 1s as one between 
themselves and our Armed Forces. The truth of the 
matter 1s however that they are facing stiff resistance by 
Eritrea-born genuine Ethiopians as well. Because of this, 
they had tried to impose their narrow nationalistic desire 
on the people in Eritrea and it 1s an open secret thal in so 
doing they resorted to acts of genocide. There was no 
dastardly act they did not perpetrate particularly in their 
attempt to use the people in the battle zones as pawas 
They have been engaged in inhuman and genocide acts 
against rival groups favouring settlement wir'<n the 
context of national unity 


They have been subjecting a large number of people from 
the region, who lead a difficult life as refugees in foreign 
lands to untold life of misery by forcing them to pay part 
of their meagre income as contribution to an objective 
which they are opposed to. In addition, they have left a 
lasting scar of destruction on the integrity and history of 
the people. In short, there 1s nothing which they did not 
commit to destroy human relat.ons and perpetuate 
hatred and deep ingrained divisiveness 


The “TPLF”, as the off-spring and appendage of the 
Eritrean secessionists, 1s engaged on its part in numerous 
activities at home and abroad aimed at undermining 
Ethiopia 


It 1s common knowledge. more than ever before, that the 
destructive activities of these groups opposed to Ethio- 
pia’s unity and peace, constitute presently the key causes 
for the political, economic and social problenis of our 
country. As if this were not a reality, these messengers of 
destruction nevertheless try to draw attention away from 
the problems our country faces while at the same time 
making immense efforts to compound these problems 
they were responsible in creating in the first piace 


While they themselves are engaged in a separatist war. 
they ask the Ethiopian people as to why the:r sons are 
being plunged into the war, simply to detract them from 
their resolve to withstanding the anti-unity and anti- 
peace attempt being made against them. While they 


FBIS-AFR-90-067 
6 April 1990 


themselves destroy and disrupt development infrastruc- 
ture and are the cause for the economic downfall of the 
country. they say the Ethiopian people are faced with 
difficulty. While they themselves expand the war and 
create various obstacles to prolong the time needed to 
bring about peace, they try, without success, so thal our 
government, which has stretched its hands of peace. 1s 
ostracised for anti-peace stand. They have been engaged 
im various acts of deception which they think would 
promote their activities, particularly in the field of 
propaganda, aimed ai creating a sense of complacency 
among the Ethiopian people. 


Among the various means they use to bring about their 
objective, particularly in the propaganda aspect. 1s to 
present a distorted version of history in a manner that 
suits them because they have no regard for historical 
objectivity and for facts. This has always been their 
characteristics 


Eritrean secessionists say, for example, people in Eritrea 
region are completely different from those in the rest of 
Ethiopia. To advance their arguraent they have tried to 
present the people in Eritrea as separate from Ethiopians 
and speaking a language. They claimed identity and 
allege to have been colonized by Ethiopia. Asif they were 
the defendants of their interest of the Ethiopian people. 
the secessionists have of late began to regret that the 
Ethiopian people are victims of war and that had it not 
been for the war, their progress would have been 
advanced and their livelihood improved. The group ts 
also trying to agitate that if the people want to live in 
peace, they should rise against their own government. 
The agitation 1s conducted by the secessionists on the 
arrogant assumption that the level of consciousness of 
the Ethiopian people 1s so low that it would very well 
enable them to go ahead with their plan while the people 
are locked in an infighting 


Both the “EPLF™ and “TPLF™ claim with no legal basis 
and with the force of arms to represent the peoole in 
Eritrea and Tigra: while at the same time trying to 
dismantle the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethi- 
opia, where structure was laid on the basis of the 
constitution approved by the people. To bring that the 
Ethiopian people are ignorant of realities only proves 
that it is not the people but the baraggart himself who in 
fact is ignorant. [sentence as published] 


The “TPLF™ group on its part had claimed that Tigra 
had always been a separate entity and that the Axumite 
civilisation was confined to the boundaries of Tigra: and 
that consequently a Tigra: republic had the legal and 
historical legitimation for its establishment. Despite 
these claims and its statement that Ethiopia as a country 
was created by the Amharas and Menelik only 100 years 
ago. an individual who claims to be the leader of tne 
“TPLF” stated last January that although the stand of 
the Ethiopian people on their unity 1s unquestionable, 
they should nevertheless declare this openly. We shall 
continue to wage the war until this intent 1s declared 
This brazen statement 1s indeed quite saddening 
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The “TPLF” boasts, among others, to have convinced 
the people of Tigra: to endorse the secession of Eritrea. 
Besides, it has forced the youth of Tigrai to be deployed 
brazenly in the war in Eritrea and fight against our 
Revolutionary Armed Forces and Eritreans that stand 
for the unity of Ethiopia. Is this really in the welfare and 
interest of the people of Tigrai? 


Is the pledge to set up a Tigrai republic a feasible goal 
and in the interest of the people of Tigrai? 


While 11 1s true that problems of the Ethiopian people are 
the outcome of the long drawn out war of resistance 
against the waves of external expansionists and of feudal 
and backward legacies which left no room for devclop- 
ment endeavours, 1s it really mght to attribute these 
problems to the unity of the people? Can these problems 
be resolved by internecine fighting and mutual destruc- 
tion? 


On the basis of our conviction and the cause we intend to 
fight for to the end we say “no they cannot and should 
not” 


Unity is strength. 
Unity 1s peace and love. 
Unity 1s greatness and prosperity. 


This was a fact which generations of this country knew of 
centuries ago. 


When the earlier objective for which the lives of so many 
were ‘ost, what useful purpose did forcing the people of 
Tigra: to march on neighbouring administrative regions 
serve under the pretext that the vanguard-revolution of 
Tigra: should also benefit the rest of Ethiopia? 


Can it be imagined that the secessionists who have 
through narrow objectives made war a regular practice 
expect to make any historically supported popular 
achievement other than to add destruction and subvert 
Ethiopia's progress? If this internecine fighting ends in 
the defeat of une by the other, can it be imagined that 
there can ever be peace on this soil of ours? 


It 18 to be highly regretted that the Ethiopian people have 
been unable, due to various pretexts and reasons, to 
secur: peace and attain their long-desired goal of 
progress and free themselves from backwardness 
although they have the potential for doing so. It is with a 
deep sense of dismay that I say that we engage in war in 
the name of “liberation” and never in constructive 
activities beneficial to the nation, find ourselves in a 
situation where we are unable to work so as to multiply 
manifo'd the process of development and progress. 


Even so, since the attainment of peace through peaceful 
means 1s the ardent desire of the people and since peace 
holds the sole key to the nation building process, we have 
been making major efforts in this direction particularly 
following the New Peace Initiative adopted by the 
National Shengo last May. 
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Although the opening of peace dialogue with opposition 
groups to solve the problem in both Eritrea and Tigrai 
should be welcomed as a posilive process. numerous 
obstacles were created by our opponents to sabotage the 
initial Moves. 


The “EPLF”™, instead of considering the peace process 
constructively, has from the very beginning been 
engaged in obstructive propaganda claiming that the 
government took the muitiative because of domestic 
problems. It 1s obvious that since the important point 
and the cryirg need of the people 1s peace. disseminating 
obstructive propaganda will have been out of place. The 
government, ignoring the abusive ani vicious propa- 
ganda of the secessionist group. has ben making efforts 
with great patience for the peace talks to continue. As 
pointed oul On various Occasions, conditions were cre- 
ated during the second round preliminary talks in 
Nairobi to wrap up procedural points in order to proceed 
to the substantive talks. However. the “EPLF™, finding 
that its proposal that the UN be included as observer at 
the next round of talks was not accepted, began making 
false allegations and baseless accusations not only 
against us but also former US President Jimmy Carter 
who bad volunteered to chair the meetings. !t even went 
to the extent of refusing to cooperate in sctiing the date 
for the start of the main talks. It was not difficult to see 
what this presaged. Its launching of a large scale offen- 
sive recently in order that bloodshed and death will 
continue has "own unequivocally that it does not 


believe in 
The gro.» which has been claiming to straggle for the 
“hiberatic ~F 270) also created difficulties by provoc- 


atively insis. .¢ during the two rounds of preliminary 
taiks in Rome that it be accepted as representative of the 
Exhiopian people. However, it attempted to spread mali- 
cious rumour even against the Italian Government rep- 
resentative who supported our stand that in the agree- 
ment reached in London the “TPLF” represented no one 
but itself. This group, i:ke its patron, the “EPLF”™, was 
trying to subvert the talks and after attempting to have 
them postponed to next September, finally agreed, 
through the major effort of the observer, to have the 
dialogue resumed at the end of this month. What this 
group, trading as it does in the suffering and blood of the 
people, has been and continuously doing is toc well 
known to merit detail. 


It is thus clear to anyone that the discontinuation of the 
peace talks and the resumption of the war due to the 
weak arguments raised by the two groups will not accrue 
to the benefit of the people. On our part. our hand of 
peace will continue to be stretched so that the suffering 
of the people will end and conditions of peace which the 
entire world supports wil! prevail in our country. We will 
not refrain from seeking peace through peaceful means 
while countering the aggression of the arrogant groups. 


They have been falsifying Ethiopian history in the var- 
ious capitals of the world, and have been spreading 
adverse propaganda about the existence of the Ethiopian 
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people. They have caused problem by dislodging the 
people trom their homes and subjecting them to perse- 
cution and famine. At the same time, they had posed as 
trouble-shooters using the name of the people and 
country as a means of amassing alms. Such a state of 
affairs must cease. At a time when in the present day 
world much effort is being madc to relax tension and to 
make nauons forge closer relations and co-operation, the 
blood-letting of the Ethiopian people must not continue. 
The Ethiopian people today are making a constructive 
endeavour for mutual benefit based on equality and a 
spirit of brotherhood and committed to the principle of 
common existence. To attempt to divide the people for 
self-interest On narrow gro: 1ds under the pretext of 
“Eritrean Liberation”, “Tigrean Liberation”, and liber- 
ation of what not, is an injustice which history can never 
forgive. Therefore, it has to end. Is it not ironic that it is 
we the children of this country which 1s the lode-star of 
freedom in Africa that happens to have a wrong percep- 
tion of freedom? No one rules or is ruled in Ethiopia 
ioday. There 1s no liberator and no one to be liberated in 
Ethiopia today. 


it is clear that the absence of peace in one region of our 
country has grave consequences for the entire Ethiopia. 
For this reason, the problem that had particularly been 
sweeping through the northern part of our country is a 
problem that had deeply blicd the people and stunted the 
country’s progress. 


Any sane person would realize that were it not for this 
fact. our country would have advanced considerably in 
line with the targets we had set and the efforts we had 
made. The prospects for development for which we had 
rallied enthusiastically had been hampered. It is quite 
obvious that this had created a situation which we regret 
for generations. While a portion of whatever we develop 
or build is destroyed daily by our detractors, we are also 
continuously being challenged by the onslaught of 
drought. However, we are heartened by the fact that the 
development infrastructures laid down during the years 
of the revolution by the Party, the Government and the 
people within the prevailing condition have by no means 
been minimal. 


Uppermost in our minds at the present moment is 
undoubtedly the defence of the unity of our country. 
Allied with this decisive struggle is our social progress 
and there is no gainsaying the fact that it had to be 
reviewed and made convenient for a better stage of 
development. If all had gone well in line with our 
aspirations and desires, our attention would have been 
fully devoted to the struggle of extricating the country 
from backwardness. In the light of the deprivation facing 
the majority of our citizens in any region or part of our 
country, there would have been no other question more 
worthy or onorous of preoccupying the mind of the 
present generation. Accordingly, it is self-evident from 
the very beginning that our object is to hand over to the 
succeeding generation not only 2 country whose unity is 
kept intact but which makes headway along the path of 
progress. 
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Nevertheless, like our forebears, we too have not been 
fortunate to devote tae full scope of our capability, our 
resources and attention to the struggle of improving the 
livelihood of our society. There is no choice, therefore, 
today as in the past, other than waging an all-round 
struggle. In the economic reality of today’s world when 
social progress has assumed a complex character, it 1s not 
difficult to realize the >xtent of the struggle that is waged 
to defend the country’s unity on the one hand anc to 
enhance its progress on the other. The form and methoa 
of accelerating our economic and social progress wiihin 
the content of the objective situation is a fundamental 
question. 


When we talk about social progress. we are talking about 
the life of our society. Since the acceleration of social 
progress 1s the improvement of the life of our society, its 
retrogression means the deterioration of its social prob- 
lems. Hence when we speak of the problems of social 
progress, we are speaking of the day to day problems of 
life in our society. Unless we realize the nature of these 
problems and make the society realize accurately how 
they can be overcome, it is impossible to achieve 
progress. This being the case, what are the problems 
hampering the acceleration of our social progress’? What 
are their causes? Which problems originate from imple- 
mentation and which ones from organization? These and 
other questions dealing with our national economic 
administration hover in the minds of our society and 
need to be deeply analyzed. 


Nor is this all. As endeavours had been made on various 
occasions, although the decisive factor for the accelera- 
tion of our social progress is our own endeavour, 
immense pressure !s also exerted by the condition pre- 
vailing in the outside world. Accordingly. what shape 
have been taken by the changes manifesting themselves 
in the world’s economic order and the ideas forwarded 
with regard to social development? 


It is quite in order to analyze at this juncture what 
positive or negative impact they will have on the path of 
development we have chosen. 


Hence, the holding of frank and open discussion on the 
issues to be raised durire this session of the Central 
Committee regarding our social development 1s timely 
for a number of reasons. Naturally, the questions we 
raise, basic as they are, may involve detailed and wide- 
ranging discussions. But the very fact that we have begun 
discussing them enable us to concentrate on situations 
that facilitate the tackling of problems by distinguishing 
the negative from the positive and the temporary from 
the permanent ones as well as differentiate the aspect of 
implementation from the content. 


On the basis of this. being in a position to enrich 
common understanding and adopi the right orientation 
on what we must elaborate, correct, improve and eluci- 
date on change will take us one step ahead in further 
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Strengthening un'ty of purpose between the leadership 
and our members as well as between our Party and the 
entire people. 


Comrades, 


In order to make the necessary analysis in this spirit, it 
becomes pertinent to have a correct understanding of the 
history of our Revolution. One lacking a clear under- 
Standing of its starting point cannot properly conceive its 
destination. Thus, it 1s quite logical to ask ourselves once 
again as to how we have chosen the path of development 
we are pursuing. 


A glance back from the point of view of social develop- 
ment shows that our country is one of few ones where 
ancient civilization flourished. Historical records show 
that in ancient times Ethiopia had built a viable 
economy in agriculture, trade and basic technology. It 
was a country where urban centres sprouted and grew 
and where an indigenous literary culture, quite unique in 
the African continent, thrived. 


Nevertheless, our country could not advance with the 
civilization it had earlier embarked on and made the 
necessary transition to modernization. Various factors 
account for this. 


It is obvious that our country, located as it is in a 
Strategic area, had attracted the attention of the then 
leading powers to be reckoned with. As a result, a 
number of wars had been fought against expansionists. 
colonialists and aggressors. In this connection, it is 
obvious that in our efforts to guarantee respect of our 
legitimate rights in the Red Sea littoral gateway to the 
outside world—we were involved in numerous wars. The 
fire ignited in this area often engulfed and endangered 
the very existence of our country. It can be asserted that 
our country’s long history is characterized with wars 
waged to safeguard national unity and sovereignty. 


This is the basic reasor for the backwardness of our 
country which at one time attained a glorious civiliza- 
tion. Accordingly, agriculture remained the main stay of 
the livelihood of the Ethiopian people over the ages 
making little contribution to the national economy. 
Likewise, there existed no favourable situation for 
employment and the development of new methods of 
work and creativity. It 1s to be recalled that handicraft 
was lowly rated and artisans were held in low esteem. In 
general, backward technology remained a characteristic 
feature of the culture of our society. 


A cursory glance at our recent history in particular shows 
that in pre-revolution days the place individuals held in 
society remained by and large static with hardly any 
visible social mobility. There also existed a wide dis- 
parity in the levels of wealth and income. Whereas a 
handful of individuals occupied a position of supremacy, 
the vast majority were wallowing in abject backwardness 
and as such could not participate in running the affairs of 
the state. The political structure was also backward, 
essentially based on family ties and inheritance. Due to 
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the prevailing low level of development cf the country, 
people inhabiting different areas, besides being denied 
the epportunity of participating in the affairs of the state 
stiled by the feudal system, could hardly intermingle 
and communicate with each other 


As bragging on the basis of land ownership, authority 
and claim of high birth played a dominant role, giving 
low priority to economic activity remained a character- 
istic feature of our society. 


In view of the fact that such a state of affairs stunted 
national development, the working people put up tena- 
cious struggle io bring about the demise of feudalism. 
Although this struggle reached a claim and erupted in a 
specific historical episode, it had been going on for quite 
a long time involving various strata of society. [sentence 
as published] In short, the Revolution of February 1974. 
which unfolded itself in the absence of an organized 
political leadership. emanated from a genuine desire for 
change and popular revolt. 


As is well known, the popular motto we have upheld 
right from the time the entire working people rose in 
quest of a radical change 1s to build a united Ethiopia 
wherein all citizens enjoy genuine equality, progress and 
development. Although the path to social development 
of a given society may be varied, \ he focus and rallying 
point for Ethiopian intellectuals. workers, men- 
in-uniform, students and other sections of the working 
people was no doubt the socialist path of development. 
In fact, the outstanding question during the initial stages 
of our Revolution was: who is more socialist than the 
other? Thus, I do not think all of us would deny the fact 
that there was apparently no heated debate between 
genuine revolutionaries and those who called themselves 
revolutionaries on the issue of the socialist and other 
paths of development. 


There were a number of reasons as to why the over- 
whelming majority of those who stood for radical change 
espoused the socialist path of development. The fact that 
the Soviet Union, China and various other countries that 
made socialism their guiding :deology managed to over- 
come economic backwardness in a relatively short span 
of time offered a vivid practical example. Moreover, the 
desire to redress the economic injustices imposed upon 
the people bv the feudal system. particularly resolving 
the land question on a just basis, as well as the strong 
desire to cement the unity of Ethiopian nationalities on 
the basis of equality, made due contribution to the 
choice of the path of development adopted by the forces 
of the Revolution. 


On the whole, the choice was basically made from the 
ardent desire to lift the nation from the quagmire of 
backwardness as quickly as possible. 


It is to be noted that the choice of the path of develop- 
ment we have made is part of the general pattern that 
characterized social development in the developing 
world. By the time of the upsurge of our Revolution 
during the 1970s, the struggle of the youth, intellectuals 
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and generally the working people in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, similar as it was to that of ours, was to 
embark upon the socialist path of development. It should 
not be forgotien that during those years, the progress of 
social justice meant to most social scientists preoccupied 
with the problem, socialism or at least the non-capitalist 
path. 


The choice of socialism as the path of our development 
was made by taking these internal and external factors 
into consideration. The rationale for the choice of the 
path of our development was the written correspondence 
addressed to us and the popular expression manifested 
in mass demonstrations in Addis Ababa and other parts 
of the country. Hence, as erroneously claimed by certain 
quarters, this choice was not the persona! conviction of a 
few of us. 


In view of the fact that it 1s impossible to build socialism 
directly from feudalism, 11 is to be recalled that the 
Programme of the National Democratic Revolution 
[NDR] had wide and popular acceptance. In line with 
the Programme, the efforts sxerted to ensure national 
sovereignty free from external dependence as well as 
guarantee the active participation of the working people 
and their decisive role in running the affairs of the nation 
had been witnessed in real life. On the basis of the NDR 
Programme, various measures have been taken to ensure 
the rights of the people. These measures have abolished 
the disparity in wealth and land ownership among the 
working people and thereby the differences in political 
and social positions. Thus, thanks to the measures taken 
in line with our NDR Programme, the rights of the 
working people to actively participate in the political, 
economic and social affairs of the nation as well as 
guaranteeing the equality of nationalities and their equal 
chance of collective prosperity have been ensured. 


Based on these radical measures, concerted action was 
taken in various fields to accelerate the tempo of our 
social development. In the economic sphere in partic- 
ular, vigorous efforts were made to develop the agricul- 
tural sector, including the training of skilled workers and 
the application of modern technological know-how in 
the rural areas. No less strenuous efforts have also been 
made to develop the industrial sector of the national 
economy. In addition to the studies undertaken to iden- 
tify the mineral potentials of the country, work to 
harness some of these resources is making encouraging 
progress. The development of energy resources. which is 
vital for accelerated growth of the economy, has been 
given due attention and, hence, it has been possible to 
study the nation’s resources in this respect. The results 
already achieved in developing our hydroelectric power 
resources can by no means be underestimated. 


Generally speaking, the measures taken in various 
aspects of life towards promoting the socio-economic 
well-being of the society have laid a solid foundation for 
the future progress of our country. Of fundamental 
importance in this regard is the fact that such develop- 
ment ventures have not only been implemented but were 
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also undertaken with a view to achieving balanced 
development of the different parts of the country. 


From the point of view of promoting the spiriiual 
well-being of our society, mention should be made not 
only of the ability of the people to read and write but also 
the enrichment of the level of their involvement in 
discussion of national issues. The fact that social devel- 
opment undertakings in Our country are today carried 
out with the active involvement of the peopie ts very 
significant indeed. In the same vein attitudinal change 
towards work had witnessed Sig improvement. 


Viewed at from this perspective, the achievements 
already scored in the revolutionary process are praise- 
worthy. It is worth noting that an elevated state of 
spiritual condition is in itself a vital ingredient for 
accelerated pace of economic construction. 


It is true that we have not been able to score achieve- 
ments at the desired scope. But I think ali genuine 
citizens do recognize the fact that this 1s so not because 
we lacked the will or failed to devote sufficient attention 
to social development. The main impediment to the 
development of our country, a problem which should be 
repeatedly emphasized, 1s the absence of peace. 


In the first place, there were the sacrifices we had to pay 
in the eastern and southern parts of the country to ensure 
the defence of the nation’s sovereignty and territcrial 
integrity. On one hand, there was the task of re-building 
infrastructures destroy d during the war, such as schools, 
health centres, bridges, roads and residential houses, 
while on the other, we had no choice but to wage resolute 
struggle in the northern part of the country to safeguard 
national unity. | have already dwelt at length on the war 
being fought in the north which has come to assume 
bigger scope reaching its present stage, in defence of the 
nation’s unity. The immediate sacrifices that this war 
requires of us in terms of human, material and financial 
resources is, | believe, obvious to each and every citizen 
with a clear conscience. On top of this, the repeated 
cycles of drought that hit the country aggravated the 
problem vis-a-vis endeavours to promote social develop- 
ment. 


Natural calamity causes great damage to life, production 
and to animals. Besides, it should be noted that the tasks 
of withstanding the effects of drought heavily competes 
with the investments needed, to create additional capa- 
bility for production. 


it is logical that one should make an appraisal of the 
world economic situation in order to correctly evaluate 
the level of social development in a given country. 
Accordingly, one should ask: How did the overall picture 
in the world economic situation look like, particularly, 
over the past 15 years? How did it affect the develop- 
mental aspirations of the developing world, including 
that of our own? 


Admittedly, it is outside the scope of the present report 
to extensively dwell upon and analyze these questions. 
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Nevertheless 11 1s appropriate to at least underline some 
specific indicators in this connection. 


First and foremost, if we take a look at the situation in 
Africa, it is clearly evident that with the exception of a 
few countries, the economy of the continent is heading 
for total collapse. 


If we look at the economy of Nigeria which at one time 
was heading towards a high stage of development, its per 
Capita income plunged from 800 dollars to 380 dollars 
between 1985 and 1987 alone. It is not difficult to see the 
magnitude of the crisis that follows as a result of such 
sharp decrease in the income of a society within two 
years. The crisis faced by other countries 1s in fact even 
more worse. As assessed by the World Bank and other 
organizations, it is expected that the per capita income of 
most of the African countries in 1990 will be far more 
less than that of 1960 when they attained independence. 


The prospects for the development of Latin American 
countries is hardly encouraging. Even there, the eco- 
nomic situation indicates a downward spiral rather than 
accelerated development. 


As indicated by the UN Economic Commission for Latin 
American countries, the per capita income of the coun- 
tries in the region in 1990 will be reduced to the level of 
that in 1980. 


In general, the economic development of African and 
Latin American countries have been retarded by 30 years 
and 10 years, respectively. As can be perceived from this 
downward trend of development, poverty and the 
resultant problems such as unemployment and housing 
shortage have worsened instead of being alleviated. 
Moreover, schools and health institutions in many 
African countries are being closed. Factories and produc- 
tion establishments are already not in a position to 
operate at full capacity due to shortage of foreign cur- 
rency carnings. As a consequence of this downward 
spiral, the number of governments in Africa that are in 
difficult position to pay salaries to their employees is on 
the rise. Although they have not faced total collapse like 
the African countries, the economic situation of Latin 
American countries is also alarming. Generally speaking, 
it is NOt an exaggeration to hold the view that the chances 
of development of developing countries is bleaker more 
than ever before. 


The main causes for the downward trend of development 
of African and Latin American countries are the con- 
tinued fall in the price of raw materials they produce on 
the one hand, and the soaring prices of technological 
products on the other. The increase in the debt burden 
developing countries have borrowed from developed 
countries is also the other main cause for the downward 
trend of their development. These problems of falling 
prices and debt payments have made their presence felt 
in the world economy and as such have had a grave 
impact On our national development efforts which are to 
be viewed with the obstacles of development we are 
presently facing. 
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It is evident that this fundamental problem has a greater 
magnitude put a brake on our development. Besides 
these obvious problems, there are certainly other short- 
comings within our control that have impeded the eco- 
nomic development of the country. How far is the 
structural set up and management of the economy suil- 
able for the acceleration of development? While the 
problem we have faced to increase Our productive 
capacity is well known, have we been able to put our 
productive capacity to full use? Which, in this regard, are 
our shortcomings in the mode of our operation? These 
and many other similar questions can be passed with 
regard to economic management. Ii 1s fitting and proper 
to elaborate on the situation in the light of these prob- 
lems. 


Al present, the organizational setup of the economy is 
such that the state, cooperatives and private sectors are 
operating hand in hand. In the national economy the 
share of state and cooperatives sector is 35 percent while 
that of the private sector is 65 percent. In the agricultural 
sector which occupies the leading place in the national 
economy, the combined share of the state and coopera- 
tives 1s 10 percent while that of the private sector 1s 90 
percent. 


As we assessed during our 9th Regular Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the WPE, the fact that we did not 
afford to give due attention to the private sector which 
occupies an important place in the overall economy, has 
had negative impact on the national economy. Espe- 
cially, the peasantry could not properly carry out its 
productive activity with full confidence by properly 
exercising 1s rights to the use of land. It must be pointed 
out here that this will negatively affect production. 
Similarly, we have been unable to make a balanced and 
proper use of economic instruments which can serve as 
an easy directive for the private sector. This has for long 
been one of our shortcomings. 


As regards the state economic sector and management, it 
should be noted that there are strong points inasmuch as 
there are shortcomings which stand in the way of our 
chances for growth and development. 


It is well known that at the outset of the Revolution, 
numerous means of production and distribution as well 
as service rendering institutions were nationalized. In 
light of the capital they operated and the number of 
workers they employed, those placed under state control 
are indeed important components of the economy. 
Extensive efforts have been made in the past 15 years to 
increase our development capacity and consolidate the 
state economic sector. But how effective has this sector 
been? This is a question posed by many. It can be safely 
assumed in this regard that the experiences we have 
drawn are different from those developing countries 
which are on the same level of development with our 
country. The profitability and productivity of most of 
those enterprises put under state control 1s satisfactory. 
Banks, insurance organizations, Electric, Light and 
Power Authority, Telecommunications, most of our 
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industries, COmmunication infrastructures and others 
are State owned enterprises which have come up with 
satisfactory results compared with those in other coun- 
tries Similar with ours in their level of development. The 
profitability and productivity of banks, airlines und 
Sugar factories are at higher level. In general. the annual 
amount transferred to the treasury from the state sector 
is over 600 million Birr—a fact which goes to clearly 
show the benefit accrued from this sector. 


On the other hand, there are organizations characterized 
by operational loss, organizational inefficiency and 
wastefulness. Besides the modes of keeping property in 
Slate Organizations are exposed to embezzlement and 
wastefulness. Nor is work discipline satisfactory. 


There are some encouraging features in connection with 
the work of cooperatives. However, grave problems have 
also surfaced in this sphere. Those cooperatives which 
were properly organized, since their establishment had 
consolidated effective leadership and attained high 
levels of development which indicated that they can be 
solutions for transforming rural Ethiopia. These are 
cooperai'ves which have been organized and developed 
in such a way that they show some rays of hope. 
Nevertheless, the situation obtaining among many of 
these cooperatives is far from satisfactory. From the 
outset, full confidence and willingness were lacking when 
these cooperatives were established. They were faced 
with organizational, operational, leadership as well as 
production and distribution problems. Consequently, 
the level of productivity of many cooperatives could not 
surpass that of the individual peasant. Because of this, 
the organizational activity of cooperatives has drastically 
slackened. Moreover, some trends of abolishing cooper- 
atives have surfaced in certain areas during 1988-89. As 
iS the case with the state controlled economic sector, 
wastefulness and embezzlement are clearly visible prob- 
lems, in cooperatives. It can be said that the problem 
resulting from loose work discipline has been a typical 
obstacle for the development and consolidation of coop- 
eralives. 


Besides the problems in each of the aforementioned 
sectors, there are numerous problems in connection with 
economic planning and management. By and large, these 
problems have emanated from our low level of develop- 
ment. However, the fact that these problems stemming 
from management and administrative shortcomings will 
bring about great damage in a system in which important 
economic establishments are put under state control is 
quite obvious. 


In all our Central Committee meetings we have at no 
time failed to deliberate on problems we have faced in 
accelerating our social development and work out direc- 
tives and strategies to alleviate these problems. It 1s to be 
recalled that during the 9th Regular Plenum of our 
Central Committee which made an in-depth assessment 
of the overall activities of our national economy, resolu- 
tions were adopted with a view to encourage the state 
and private sectors to be engaged in spheres that can 
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make them more profitable and productive and also 
enable the private sector to create employment opportu- 
nities. 


Laws. regulations and directives have been formulated 
and put into effect to implement these resolutions. 


By taking stock of our social development at various 
Stages, we have been formulating directives that will help 
speed up our progress. Although the needs of our society 
is the point of departure for devising directives, there are 
two basic factors with decisive role. 


The first is the objective condition obtaining in our 
country while the second constitutes the overchanging 
regional and international situation. Accordingly, there 
were conditions over the past years that were conducive 
to the efforts we have made for the development of the 
country and improving the lives of our society. On the 
other, there were certain adverse conditions that 
obstructed our efforts in this direction. 


Attempts were made to take all these into consideration. 
However, in the light of our present level of development 
and the objective conditions, it 1s hard to say that due 
attention had been given to these factors. 


In the process of carrying Out constructive activities, 
shortcomings may crop up. In similar vein, conditions 
which are at one time favourable for the development of 
the production forces can, at another time, be obstacles. 
It is therefore appropriate to take measures that will 
buttress development efforts by making proper assess- 
ments [which] are required from time to time. 


In light of the special political trends in the world of 
today, we find ourselves in quite a unique situation. Asa 
matter of fact, conditions cannot remain static forever. 
Our era is characterized by quite fundamental changes. 
Formerly established thoughts and outlooks regarding 
social development are in the process of change. In short, 
the world today 1s tar different from the world when we 
mapped out our development strategy over | 5 years ago. 


Since our development is inter-related with the rest of 
the world, it 1s necessary to give due consideration to this 
changing phenomenon in the assessment of the direction 
path of our social development. 


The growth of a country like ours, which ts at low level of 
development, is supported by assistance secured from 
developed nations. There 1s therefore no alternative to 
giving due attention to the changes that have surfaced at 
international level. As our people are part of the inter- 
national community, it is necessary to make sure that the 
direction of our development is in line with the pre- 
vailing outlook and thinking of our society. 


By taking the objective condition of our country on the 
one hand, and giving due attention to the changing 
international situation. on the other, 1 1s all too clear 
that there is a need for charting new development plan 
that will be to the advantage and benefit of our country 
and people. 
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Any development plan ts not a lasting one but rather it 
should be changed, improved upon and be made effec- 
tive in time with internal and external changes as well as 
with the general objective conditions prevailing in the 
country. li 1s impossible to argue that a plan of action 
which was used at a given [time] will necessarily be 
workable under different conditions. Hence, there 
should be change or corrective measures in the process of 
social development. 


In this process there 1s One important thing that we learn 
from our experience and that is the fact that there can 
never be a perfect formula or model for social develop- 
ment. This being the case, we shall give due priority in 
our development plans to our Ethiopian identity, the 
unique culture and history of our people, and the close 
examination of the special features of the region where 
our country 1s located. This, I think, is a matter which we 
have arrived at from our own experience. Under the 
prevailing world realities, the better alternative 1s to 
develop and consolidate our own by adopting the posi- 
tive attributes from each and all. To face such realities, it 
entails boldness, determination and tact. When we 
engage ourselves in the struggle to bring about acceler- 
ated development to our country, I believe that we have 
sufficient understanding of what is expected of us. 


Dear Comrades, 


1 believe that we have properly realized the problems 
encountered in the course of devising our development 
plans. In addition to our experience, the prevailing 
conditions in socialist countries which have attained 
high level of development shed light for us. As seen from 
all angles, the transition to the socialist system guided 
through the programme of the National Democratic 
Revolution has proved difficult and unattainable. 


To make such a choice, we should be guided by our 
present level of development and the level of conscious- 
ness of our society which 1s a reflection of tts level of 
development. Our past shortcomings clearly indicate the 
necessity of inter-relating these basic realities. In this 
respect, the need for taking stock of tne world situation 
does not need further elaboration. 


Basing ourselves on these criteria, if we consider our 
present level of development, it 1s not difficult to realize 
that the transiticn to the socialist or capitalist system ts 
quite a long-term objective. The main objectives of a 
development plan worked out in a situation where 
market forces have hardly developed and where most of 
the producers are small scale ones should, as a matter of 
priority, be to extricate the country from backwardness. 


This struggle against backwardness does not lie in the 
individual collective effort of private entrepreneurs 
alone but also calls for the cooperative effort of govern- 
ments and individuals by mobilizing their energy, know- 
how and capital. Above all the struggle against back- 
wardness also calls for attracting foreign capital in 
various ways and making it participate in development. 
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As shown by the experience of numerous deve'oping 
countries, even with all these in place it would not be 
easy to achieve growth. 


With this in mind, it has been suggested thai our new 
economic structure be a mixed one built on state, private 
and cooperative ownership as 1s the case in other devel- 
oping countries. In this kind of mixed economy, the 
government will have direct participation in not only 
directing the economy but also in the development 
process. In this way government participation will not 
only be in the leading and strategic sectors which assist in 
promoting the internal interdependence of the national 
economy and determine the direction of the economy for 
continuous progress as well as advance the technological 
system but also in the production of essential consumer 
goods for the public. The mayor season for state partici- 
pation is the absence of a strong capitalist class capable 
of mobilizing the financial resources necessary for eco- 
nomic growth. Because of this enduring problem, the 
state will have a positive role in the economy of any 
developing country. Even in countries in higher stages of 
development, state owned production enterprises have a 
role in opening the way for the private sector by exper- 
imenting with new technologies or developing new areas. 


While for these reasons direct state participation is 
necessary for the growth of our economy, basic changes 
will be made in the work and management of state 
economic enterprises. While the management of state 
enterprise will henceforth be based on competition. 
profitability and productivity, they will be made to have 
management autonomy in order to achieve this goal. In 
order that the proliferation of enterprises that fail to 
show improvement through administrative measures 
will be turned over to Cooperatives, private concerns or 
individuals on contractual, lease or sales arrangements. 
They may even be closed down altogether should all 
these measures fail. 


The other participant in the mixed economy 1s the 
private entrepreneur. One of the major aims of this 
economic policy being to assist and promote small-scale 
producers to attain higher stages of production along the 
path they choose, the private sector will from now on be 
encouraged and strengthened in all ways. According to 
our new economic policy, any Ethiopian national will 
thus be able to participate, without any capital limit. in 
any field privately, in partnership or through share 
companies. The private entrepreneur will therefore work 
side by side with state enterprises and cooperatives in the 
industrial, agricultural, mining, transport, trade and 
other fields. 


While, because of many practical reasons, land will 
continue to be under state Ownership, individual use of 
land will be sanctioned by law. The land used by the 
individual peasant cannot thus be transferred to another 
without legal, i.e.. judicial, authorization or his own free 
will. Land administration wall therefore remain under 
the government in order to forestall the repetition of 


16 EAST AFRICA 


wrongs suffered by the peasant. Just as individual peas- 
ants grow perennial crops on their private plots, the trees 
existing On or to be grown on their holdings will be 
owned by them. Individual peasants may employ 
workers to work or their farms. Individual peasants may 
also transfer the ownership of their land to their legal 
heirs who also derive their livelihood from farming. 


Land outside that set aside for forests and grazing in each 
Kebele Peasants’ Association will be administrated by 
the state. The state may put such land at the disposal of 
those who do not possess land or use it in any other way. 
At the Kebele level, however, land put aside for forest 
development and grazing will be administered through 
Kebele Peasants’ Associations. 


In the agricultural sector, the other feature of private 
capital participation will be the appearance of private 
investors who will establish large modern farms. The 
participation of such private investors will be deter- 
mined on the basis of concessional contracts given them 
by the government to use land not under peasant 
holding. 


In the trade sector of the economy, private entrepreneurs 
will be able to compete with state-run trade enterprises 
in agriculture or industrial commodities as well as in 
import-export trade. In the area of trade in grain prod- 
ucts in particular, trade exchange will henceforth be 
conducted on the basis of free market pricing while grain 
control stations and the quota system will cease to 
Agricultural Marketing Corporation (AMC) will enter 
the free market and operate as a state trade organization. 
[sentence as published] 


In the field of housing construction, individuals may 
without any limitation on capital investment build, rent, 
sell or give in contract residential houses, production 
and service giving facilities or offices. 


While the above-mentioned areas of activity are meant 
to clarify our future direction, private entrepreneurship 
will be able to participate in any other field we have not 
mentioned in accordance with the aforementioned pro- 
cedure and without any hindrance. As has been done in 
the past, as private entrepreneurs create new and addi- 
tional means of production they will be given the neces- 
Saiy encouragement and support. Starting with the ini- 
tiative to promote the capital participation of private 
entrepreneurs, the income tax now in force has been 
improved in a way that will ensure balanced profit. 
Through this and other incentives, the productivity of 
private investors will be enhanced and the groundwork 
for the growth of government resources and the national 
economy will be laid 


The third partners im the mixed economy are coopera- 
tives. While the private sector of the economy is being 
expanded, some may ask why this growth strategy is 
necessary and whether we can keep the momentum in 
view of our past experience. Nor are the few who may 
choose to project 1 as a model copied-directives from the 
socialist countries but which has no relevance to our 
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country. There may even be those who will describe it as 
a Strategy devised and applied nox to benefit but harm 
the Ethiopian people. 


As 1s known, working through cooperatives is a long 
established tradition in our country, particularly in the 
agriculture! field, practiced under the names of *“Won- 
fel”, “Debo™, “Jige”. “Guzu” and other appellations. It 
is not necessary either to observe that organizations 
similar to today’s service cooperatives and others like 
loans and savings associations existed in prerevolution 
Ethiopia. It is to be recalled that in accordance with the 
proclamation on the establishment of cooperatives 
issued in 1966 before the revolution, such groupings 
emerged in areas where coffee, oil seeds and other 
industrial crops were grown. Loans and savings associa- 
tions were also formed in Ethiopian Airlines, Ethiopian 
Highway Authority, the Telecommunications and other 
modern establishments before the Revolution. 


In general, seen from the historical perspective, cooper- 
alives were first established in the capitalist system. 
Essentially, carrying out development work that is a 
burden to the individual or affect service collectively 1s 
not a typical characteristic of this or that country or of 
this or that order. 


True, the form and organization of implementing coop- 
eralive activity can differ depending on the situation. 
Organization, guidance and operation as well as the 
system of payment vary in line with the development 
path followed by each country. 


Cooperative work in its varied form irrespective of being 
in the East. West or developing countries is a sector of 
ownership that contributes significantly to economic 
activities, for example. in Britain, the United States, 
Sweden and in other countries be they advanced or in a 
stage of development. In this respect, our country 1s no 
exception. The fact that today small producers found in 
handicraft, agriculture, cottage and small-scale indus- 
tries and the like have organized themselves under 
cooperatives an expanded form of accumulation could 
by itself be considered as one alternative path for devel- 
opment. The organizational strategy. however, could in 
many ways be different from what we know today. The 
organization of the cooperatives will be based on the 
absolute democratic decision of the members. The 
system of exchange, however, will be of such a form as to 
do away with the existing lack of discipline and neghi- 
gence evident in the societies today. The directives 
needed to organize the cooperatives in a new form would 
be prepared in future. 


Meanwhile. appropriate support would be offered to 
solve the problems of the existing cooperatives, to 
strengthen them and to make them earn better income 
for the members. We would like to reaffirm that in this 
process if the members have no confidence in the orga- 
nization of the cooperatives owing to the fact that they 
had not proved beneficial for them, they could abolish 
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them in an orderly way based on their democratic 
decision and embark on working individually. 


The foreign economic relations of the new economic 
policy will be based on equality and mutual benefit in its 
dealings with all countries and international organiza- 
tions. They will thus make contribution to investment, 
irade credits, aid and transf>r of technology. One of the 
major concerns in our economic relations is the flow of 
foreign capital into the country either privately or 
through joint ventures. Our current decree on joint 
ventures will be amended in such a way that it would 
allow foreign capitalists to embark on joint development 
ventures with Ethiopian private investors. 


in general, the administration of the new economic 
policy will be guided by the mixed economy legislation. 
These laws will be guided in consonance with the present 
Stage of the economy to accelerate the development of 
the productive forces properly by co-ordinating the 
methods of economic and administrative instruments. 


It is imperative that the economic management strategy 
in which the types of ownership in the mixed economy 
contribute to economic construction must be simulta- 
neously governed by the planning and marketing laws. 


It is difficult to guide the economy entirely in line with 
the laws of marketing in a situation where the productive 
forces have not developed and where the economic and 
social infrastructures have not expanded. By contrast, in 
a Situation where the composition of ownership is mixed 
to attempt to guide the economy solely on the basis of 2 
plan would not be successful. Therefore, to lead the 
mixed economy correctly, it is self-evident that a com- 
prehensive national plan that would reflect both the 
planning and marketing laws would be required. 


The national plan will cover the main productions and 
services of the state sector and will se! the targets for the 
required investment that go towards these productions 
and services. In this section, too, the application of 
administrative and economic instruments as required 
would be useful for plan implementation. Attent’on 
would be paid to making competitive the economic 
activity of the state sector by creating management 
autonomy and using marketing laws. 


Private, cooperative and other holdings will be guided 
under an indicative plan. By using economic methods it 
would be possible to monitor the distribution, exchange 
and consumption of production and generally the distri- 
bution and composition of investment by following 
closely the progress of the economy within those holdings. 


| have briefly outlined above the main features of the 
policy of our new economic order. The content of the 
policy is considered to be in keeping with our present 
stage of development and the trend of economic progress 
in the world. We therefore believe that, in this regard, 
our new economic policy will contribute not only to the 
country’s advancement but also to the maintenance of its 
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unity as it embraces all sections which had previously 
not been fully participating in our development endeav- 
ours. 


However, it 1s important to bear in mind that all sections 
that have a role in making contributions to economic 
progress cannot bring about much change through meie 
participation. The main point is the rallying of all 
compatnots behind the new trend and to change the 
country’s present reality by having confidence in it and 
deriving a source of encouragement from it. In this 
direction also, there is no alternative as well as to bracing 
oneself up for work with the intention of hastening 
economic growth. It is necessary to note, particularly at 
this crucial time when our country’s unity has been 
placed in jeopardy, that the day-to-day activities of 
officials engaged in any production and service fields, as 
well as those private owners and workers have a direct 
bearing on the defence of our country’s unity. 


Comrades, 


Today, on the eve of the 21st century, science and 
technology have made gigantic strides and production 
and economic activities have become more and more 
international. For this reason, international relations 
have expanded and changed. The belief that joining the 
antagonistic Camps is tantamount to permitting the 
heightening of tension and condemning the world to 
total destruction has opened up possibilities more than 
ever before for coming together, defusing conflicts and 
working for the well-being of mankind. These are objec- 
tives that are being pursued on a higher scale. 


We find ourselves at a time when international phe- 
nomena and changing trends are perceived in the world. 
These changes exert considerable influence be it for good 
or bad not only on inter-state relations and character but 
also on the direction and process of development of 
many countries. 


Particularly in the relations of the two camps many 
transformations have been observed. This is because of 
the increasing recognition that the relations of countries 
should not be deterniined by balance of power but by a 
spirit of peaceful competition and mutual interest 
guided by a political approach that is free from the 
pressures of ideological differences. 


Moreover, the effort made to resolve conflicts in dif- 
ferent regions with political and peaceful means had 
been meriting primary attention. 


The approach to international relations is being based 
more and more on dialogue and negotiations. Conse- 
quently, the areas of cooperation started between the two 
superpowers and between the socialist countries in gen- 
eral, in the economic, commercial, scientific and tech- 
nological fields and in tourism are showing marked 
development. 


Although the beginning of change. its speed and the 
ensuing results as well as complexities may vary from 
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one couriry to another, there are common trends which 
are inere or less applicable to all. 


The establishment of a free government representing the 
Namibian people aster Namibia 1s liberated from South 
Africa’s illegal rule, the lifting by South Africa of the ban 
on democratic organizations fighting for treedom, the 
release from prison of Nelson Mandela and «ther South 
Africans, the development of the situations which lead to 
negotiation, and other new international trends are phe- 
nomena which have emerged from the process taking 
place all over the world. 


Great efforts are being exerted to bring about better 
international relations. As a result of the change which 
socialist Countries are undergoing, there hardly exists 
tension in East-West relations today. The removal of 
such tension has further strengthened world peace. 


At a time when international relations have shown 
drastic change for the better, the condition for devel- 
oping countries is still critical. In terms of economic 
development, they are in a far worse situation. The 
limited mutual support trend emanating from the estab- 
lishment of friendship is practically phasing out. And 
this state of affairs is confounding constructive work 
through trends to cooperate with everybody in a spirit of 
mutual benefit is assuring greater dimensions, the place 
of developing countries does not seem something to relax 
on. [sentence as published] Developing countries should, 
besides making efforts to work within the general frame- 
work of international relations, establish and consolidate 
their mutual cooperation. 


Despite the fact that they are at a low level of economic 
deveiopment, it is our belief that their close cooperation 
can afford them political power and enable them to 
negotiate from a position of strength. They should, 
therefore. persevere in this area of endeavour. 


The overall East-West relations and the relations 
between developing countries are presently not similar 
to those of the past. New vistas of relations and diplo- 
matic conduct are widely visible. Different development 
Strategies and trends are in the limelight. In order to have 
the rightful place to work for mutual benefit and coop- 
eration and to contribute her share for guaranteeing 
world peace, our country must improve her policy of 
international relations in consonance with the demands 
of the day. 


Since we chose the socialist path of development with 
the support of the people, we had indicated that we 
would transform our country to a better stage of devel- 
opment in the shortest time possible with the necessary 
support of unity of purpose of socialist countries. How- 
ever, as | have indicated earlier, socialist countries are 
undergoing profound changes. International relations 
have also shown pronounced change as well since it 1s 
impossible to continue under the former conditions, it is 
necessary to chart the nations’ foreign relations attuned 
to the changing situation. 
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Accordingly, the Political Bureau of our Central Com- 
mittee has proposed that the foreign relations policy of 
our country be based on the basi: principles of collabo- 
rating with other nations for mutual benefit and peace. 
respecting the principles enshrined in the charters of the 
U_N. and the OAU [Organization of African Unity] and 
in general, cooperate with all democratic forces com- 
mitted to peace and social development. 


Comrades. 


in the historic struggle waged to liberate our society from 
the archaic feudal system, one political task to which we 
gave priority was creating conditions favourable for the 
establishment of an organized political leadership that 
will unite the entire people of Ethiopia. The strategy 
devised in this regard was clearly indicated when the 
r rogramme of the NDR was made public in 1976. This 
programme made it clear in no uncertain terms that 
various political organizations could participate. 


However, as was shown by the experience drawn in the 
first five to six years of our Revolution, these political 
organizations were inv cend in creating unnecessary 
problems instead of uniting the people and doing con- 
structive work through democratic competition among 
themselves. Although there were some among these 
organizations which had made constructive coniribu- 
tions, most of them were tnvolved in factional strife so 
much so that quite a lot of harm was done to society. 
Some of the organizations used force as a tactical means 
to emerge victorious and dominant over others. 


It is to be recalled that at the time when our country’s 
very existence was jeopardized by external aggressors, 
extremely serious problems cropped up at the war front 
as a result of such outgrowth of inter-organizational 
strife. The assassination campaign unleashed with the 
adventurist notion that power can be assumed through 
armed struggle waged in urban centres resulted in a lot of 
damage well known to the people. 


There were numerous instances where members of the 
same family had joined different organizations and got 
involved in bloody feuds that were indeed saddening 
acts. 


Repeated appeals were made by allies of the people to 
put an end to the tragic situation and the shedding of the 
blood of innocents so as to bring about unity and restore 
peace. It is evident that the establishment of the Com- 
mission for Organizing the Party of the Working People 
of Ethiopia, COPWE., in response to the appeal enjoyed 
popular support. Tranquillity was restored in the 
country seen after formation of COPWE and there were 
those groups who took to the bush bent on bringing 
about the realization of their objective through the use of 
force. Through the continuation of this process, the 
Workers’ Party of Ethiopia was established and it had 
been exerting ever since immense efforts to speed up 
national development within the limits of internal and 
external situation. 
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[his was a struggle waged through popu!ar participation 
with the conviction that by ensuring the equality of all. 
the nation can be led along the path of justice and 


prosperity. 


AS was pointed ov' in the earlier section c. ‘his report. 
we find ourselves at a unique period, when the internal 
Situation and international development are appraised. 
they indicate different characteristics that require a 
different approach. 


It 1s believed that internally this new approach shouid 
embrace and involve the various sectors and classes of 
socy:ty in an indivisible spirit of being all Ethiopians. At 
the international level, too, 11 has Seen accepted that it 
will help ensure that relationships are anchored on 
mutual benefit and the interests of peace. 


in the context of the newly devised economic system and 
the theory of international relations, the WPE should 
change its nature and even its name. The move of this 
change will be towards representing all the different 
classes and sections of the society on the basis, in 
particular, of the Ethiopian people's democratic unity. 
This means that the Party will embrace all nationals 
irrespective of their class, and religion, tenets, group or a 
follower of this or that faith—who are genuinely com- 
mitted to Ethiopia's unity and progress will be repre- 
sented with a common objective. In regard to goals and 
tasks, the Party will have a framework which will co- 
ordinate a doctrine, programmes and similar other 
attributes while it may not be necessary that members 
follow identical ideology. 


This Party will have a broad popular base and will be 
organized on the basis of the nature and content mentioned 
earlier to serve, above all and in the spirit of representing 
the whole society, the interests of our country’s unity and 
progress, the exercise of democratic rights by all nationals 
and development of their human personality. 


On the basis of its aim, content and nature, the Political 
Bureau has proposed that the Party be renamed the 
Democratic Unity Party of Ethiopia and that both its 
content and mission be submitted to the public for 
democratic discussion and approval. 


Moreover, opportunities are open to opposition groups 
which bring themselves through their organizations 
under the umbrella of the democratic unity of the 
Ethiopian people after conditions for peaceful dialogue 
have been discussed by the Ethiopian people and subject 
to their will and decision in order that these groups could 
participate in the country’s politics. 


Dear Members of the Central Committec, 


During the last years of the revolution, beyond defending 
our country’s unity various efforts were made to under- 
take numerous basic tasks in the economic, politice/ ard 
social fields; these are not only known but have also bven 
reviewed earlier. | appeared before the Party and the 
Ethiopian people today not to say that this or that has 
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worked but rather to submit the result of the Politica! 
Bureau's assessment of the tempo of social progress 
which calls for the balanced judgment of the | \ple as to 
what has and has not worked and what there, should 
be done. 


Today the Ethiopian people are not in a servile ood as 
was the case during the feudal era or forced to hear what 
those who claim to know what is good for them say. 
Today 1s a time when they are expected to take a stand 
and decide on what is good and not good for them 
through in-depth analysis by participating in the coun- 
try’s affairs and exercising their rights. Today 1s a time 
when all nationals, in a new spirit and a new outlook. 
and proud of their nationality and benefiting themselves, 
are expected to discharge their responsibility to the 
country and to fellow countrymen. 


Let us therefore, examine the issue rationally. unlike the 
way those with narrow ends present everything by mis- 
construing facts to serve their taste and objective and 
unlike the way our enemics who claim and fear that 
Ethiopia’s progress and greatness will run counter to 
their interests pervert the truth. 


Let those groups who are responsible for bleeding Ethi- 
opia and calling themselves “EPLF™. “TPLF™ or by any 
other names, together with certain citizens who had 
alienated themselves from the law for personal. transient 
and ephemeral reasons examine themselves deeply 
whether it is in their real interest to see the disintegration 
and destruction of Ethiopia. Let them calm down and 
begin to think rationally. 


In all certainty, Ethiopia is an ancient country and an 
ancient polity. Like many other countries, 1s acceded to 
its present distance by passing through many historical 
vicissitudes. There is no force in Ethiopia today which 
has assumed supremacy by its own wall or 1s exerting 
pressure on others as a foreign colonial power. We are all 
Ethiopians irrespective of our differences in terms of 
nationality, belief or other factors. Like any other people 
in the world who are living in peace today, we have 
coalesced in our history, inherited from cach other, have 
inter-married or have either gained or lost from common 
existence. In other words, we have undergone both 
joyous occasions and sorrows together, and ultimately 
reached the present period like many other peoples of the 
world. In the present epoch many countries and peoples 
are thinking far into the future. Their prec, cupation ts to 
achieve a better life. But in our case, lim: tless effort is 
being wasted not to think of the future. Rather much 
time 1s wasted in terrorism and self-destruction. The life 
and property that are thus being lost are deplorable, and 
greatly demanding. How mich ts the damage caused as 
one individual plotted against another and as compatriot 
conspired against compatriot in collusion with for- 
cigners. How much sacrifices have indeed been paid as 
one side attacked the other and the other side defended 
the country and tts unity. 


20 EAST AFRICA 


What a riddle it 1s to note that Ethiopia, once mentioned 
as the sole incdependent country in the whole of Africa 
and serving as a refuge and beacon of hupe for freedom 
fighters, today finds itself in a state where its very 
existence and independence are in jeopardy? 


What ts the sense in seeing ourselves running against 
each other's throat motivated by group feeling wiule 
today the civilized world 1s racing against time to draw 
benefits f:om space with the help of science and tecii- 
nology and by taking indulgence in massive Cooperative 
ventures. Are the sabre-rattling and fratricidal feuds the 
sort of traditions that should continue under the pretext 
of bringing about the victory of one ethnic group at the 
expense of the other? 


We have a virgin country which experts have described 
as “the bread basket of the region” and which has been 
endowed with rich natural resources. How long will 
others continue to provide us with food supplies as we 
remain inextricably locked in conflict? And for how long 
will the name Ethiopia be synonymous with dependence 
and alms-seeking” 


And for how long wiil guns and bombs bz transported to 
undermine the country’s unity, while knowledge and 
technology could profitably be important from abroad 
for the country’s development and the benefits of its 


people? 


Should exile be the continued choice of an incalculable 
number of citizens because 0: che disturbances imposed 
on the peace and entity of the country” 


There 1s no gain-saying the fact that safeguarding our 
territorial integrity and defending our independence 
have from ancient times been the hallmark of our 
identity. The fact that we are dying for the entity of our 
country and are signing in favour of our freedom cannot 
be described as meaningful unless it expresses itself in 
terms of the development of our country and the 
improvement of the life of our people. Our freedom has 
to be respected and we have to ameliorate our livelihood 
and be able to produce in a condition of peace. This ts a 
prerequisite for enabling our childrens’ overcoming a life 
of panic and build a better Ethiopia worthy of being 
handed over to the succeeding generations. 


This has been precluded by the fact that the problem is 
not purely domestic. What were being hatched externally 
have been a cause for great damage and have character- 
ized one facet of our trouble. The basic reason for this is 
the belief that if Ethiopians have peace they would focus 
on development and tap their natural resources, our 
detractors claim that their interests would be affected if 
we use our natural resources to realize our development 
objectives. They think we would gather strength to 
contest thers presence in the region. Thus their outlook 1s 
grounded on the thinking that 1s expressed as follows: 
“Let them be tied up in a perpetual fighting against each 
other and be immersed in an endless state of war so that 
there covld be no opposing force challenging our inter- 
ests. [quotation marks as published] 
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It 1s not because we have adopted this or that pol:tical 
system thal gave rise to such an outlook and precipitated 
the attocks that had been directed against us. It 1s 
because we aspire to build an independent, strong and 


respected Ethuopia. 


As a matter of fact, there is not a single Country in the 
contemporary world that attained development 11 con- 
ditions of otal isolation and all by itself. By the same 
token, we are prepared to work jointly and cooperate 
with all those countries that stand for mutual benefit. We 
are willing to work together and collaborate with others 
for mutual advantage on the basis of international law. It 
1S not legal and human to aspire for exclusive peace and 
security while providing weapons to mercenary cle- 
ments, thereby encouraging perpetual fratricidal strife. 


As there cannot exist personal relief while causing harm 
to others, we expect goodwill for common good of others 
in line with the new thinking in international relations. 
We wish all parties to understand and view us in this 


light. 
Comrades, 


As | have already tried to elaborate, social devclopment. 
which is complex in nature, cannot be copied from 
others nor implemenied as such. That is not the only 
problem. The limitations in capacity or experience in the 
political, economic and social aspects on the part of 
those who serve others on one hand, and the inability of 
those being served to clearly understand their rights and 
defend their rights on the other, are also another dimen- 
sion of the problem. On top of all these. we have been 
subjected te a lot of harm by enemy campaign that gives 
a distortea version of the real situation which does not 
allow for timely correction or rectification. Hence, the 
task of promoting national progress should be viewed 
within this overall framework. 


In view of the fact that social development objectives are 
conceived and developed on the basis of a specific 
historical episode, it has become necessary to review our 
development strategy taking into account the changing 
international situation. This will be put into practice on 
the basis of the choice and decision of our people. 


We do recognize that different quarters have different 
views and opinions as regards the development of our 
country. These views and opinions can be summed up 
and placed under two categories. First, there are those 
who hold the government responsible for their day- 
to-day problems and with the tendency of expecting 
relief to these problems solely from the government. 
Secondly, there are those who want “free competition” 
without social justice which would allow those with 
wealth and know-how to pursue unlimited persona 


gains. 


Giving the objective reality in our country, both view- 
points do not argue well for the realization of progress 
and social justice. Rather than making the responsibility 
of the state more burdensome and allowing unbridied 
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liberty for people to pursue individua) sains ct the 
expense of societal benefit, it has become preferable to 
opt for a m_:ed economy. The necessary efforts will be 
made in this spirit to improve situations and make them 
more favourable, as had already been claborated. The 
content of our Party, its mission as well as its renaming 
will be decided upon by the people and its structure 
would also be adjusted. 


On the basis of these and related measures, the political, 
economic and social order in our country will be orga- 
nized in such a way as to incorporate the interests of the 
entire Ethiopian people. In addition, it will duly accom- 
modate the changing situation in the international scene. 


Let us all strive with renewed commitment to safeguard 
national unity and harmony and make our country a 
haven of equality and prosperity abandoning past 
harmful practices. 


As it 1s only when the nation’s honour and well-being are 
ensured that we can implement programmes based on 
the wishes and interests of the people, it 1s incumbent on 
each and every one of us to contribute his or her due 
share in this respect. As no part of our country can feel 
secure when the very existence of the nation ts seriously 
endangered, all of us should exert utmost effort so as to 
do away with common problems with the far-sightedness 
that this demands. 


Since the people themselves are the ones who hold the 
final decision on the nation’s peace and development. it 
is their very decision which is the source of confidence 
for the realization of the will of the people. The critical 
situation has challenged the stature of all of us compa- 
triots who believe in the struggle for the popular cause. 
Under the circumstances to give a balanced verdict free 
from blind emotion and, by transcending transient dif- 
ficulties, to remzin firm on our stand or otherwise is the 
issue of the day. With the answer to this ques‘ ion people 
will either emerge triumphant or end up in utter collapse. 


Obviously, all popular objectives can only be realized 
when the security and well-being of the nation are 
ensured. Hence, I call on all citizens not to be swayed by 
enemy maneuvers and would like to convey in particular 
and on behalf of the entire people. great admiration to 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces and the People’s 
Militia who are unswervingly discharging their duty as 
well as to all those genuine Ethiopians who are directly 
or indirectly living up to their national obligations for 
which we feel justifiable pride. 


Ethiopia Tikdem! 
Thank you. 


Kenya 
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Vlakes Stopover 


FEA2503123790 Nairolu KNA in Enelish 
0921 GMT 25 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 25 Marca—The pr:me minister of 
Bangladesh, Mr. Kazi Zafar Ahmed, yesterday arrived in 
Nairobi for a one-day siop-over. 


On his arrival he was met at the JKIA [Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport] by an assistant minister for for- 
eign affairs and international cooperation, Mr. Chris 
Obure. 


Welcoming him, Mr. Obure hailed the cordial and 
friendly relations existing between the two countries. He 
further explained that they shared close trade relations, 
(?where) Kenya imported all her gunny bags from Bang- 
ladesh, as well as rice. The assistant minister expressed 
the hope that the friendly relaisons would continue io be 
enhanced. 


In his turn, His Excellency Kazi Zafar Ahmed thanked 
the assistant minister for his warm welcome, and reiter- 
ated that the two countries had close ties that had been 
further strengthened when the president of Bangladesh 
visited Kenya a few years ago. He said that the Bang- 
ladesh president had been most impressed by Kenya's 
development progress. The prime minister said further 
that it was the wish of the president and people of 
Bangladesh to receive President Daniel arap Moi on 
their soil so that they could return the warm hospitality 
he had accorded them in Kenya. [pass7ge omitted] 


Tanzania 


CCM Symposium on E. Europe Backs Single Party 
AB2403215290 Paris AFP in Enelish 1707 GMT 
24 Mar 90 


[Text] Dar es Salaam, March 24 (AFP)}—Politicians and 
community leaders at a three-day symposium on the 
reforms sweeping East Europe decided Saturday that 
Tanzania needed broader democracy within a one-party 
system rather than more political parties. Some 300 
people were attending the gathering organized here by 
the single ruling socialist Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) 
party, including academics, church leaders, government 
administrators and representatives of the peasants as 
well as senior politicans. 


Aikael Kweka from the University of Dar es Salaam won 
broad support when he said that Tanzania should learn 
from, but not imitate, the experiences of Easi Europe. 
The consensus view was that the error of East European 
regimes had been to distance themselves form the people 
by suppressing democracy. 


Tanzamians should therefore seek to maximise popular 
political participation and check corruption in high 
places, several delegates said. Another university aca- 
demic, Ernest Maganya, noted that changes in Eastern 
Europe did not signify the collapse of socialism as such. 
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He stressed that past mistakes by Moscow lay in di:c- 
tating political and economic policy to other Warsaw 
Pact nations, preventing them from adopting policies 
better suited to their local conditions. 


The debate came as Soviet Foreign Minis’ :r Eduard 
Shevardnadze was due to arrive here from Zinbabwe, as 
part of a whirlwind African tour that centred last week 
on the coming to independence of Namibia from South 
Africa. 


Several delegates also warned of the need for “checks 
and balances” to ensure thal party supremacy was not 
abused. They opposed current CCM practic of hand- 
picking candidates for parliamentary elections, arguing 
that Parliament was not a party covgress. They also 
called for complete freedom by members of Parliament 
to express their views without fear. 


Constantine Kazi of the Institute of Rural Development, 
supported by the minister of state in Zanzbar'’s chief 
minister's office, Omar Ramadhani Mapuri, said leaders 
should also allow themselves te be led and retire in time 
to pave the way for new blood. 


Another speaker from the institute, Andrea Mutaha, sa'd 
that if it was necessary to form more political parties, 
then they should be compelled by law to be socialist, 
adding that the strategy of multi-part. con.petition 
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should be to perpetuate socialism. He cited the United 
States and other West European multi-party systems 
which, he said, were all committed to capitalism. Gilbert 
Nzowa, a villager from Insansa in Mbeya Region, cau- 
woned that any reforins adopted by Tanzania must not 
fall into the trap of what he described as imperialist 
plans. 


CCM (Revolutionary Party of Tanzania) was formed in 
1977 as a merger between the then Tanganyika African 
National Union (TANUWU) and the Af 5-Shihari Party of 
Zanzibar and Pemba. 13 years after Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar, which had become separately independent, 
joined together. 


Socialism and self-reliance are written into the Tanza- 
nian Constitution. 


Japanese Ambassador Dies of Injuries 


£A2503093090 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1600 GMT 24 Mar 90 


[Summary] The Japanese Embassy in Dar es Salaam 
reports that Mr. Shoichi Nakamura, the Japanese ambas- 
sador to Tanzania, died on 22 March in a Paris hospitai 
as a result of inparies he received in a gas explosion at his 
Dar es Salaam residence on |! March. 
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Coup Reported in Venda Homeland 5 Apr 


Mi BOS04 145490 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT § Apr 90 


[Text] There has been a coup in the Venda Homeland. 
On the line from Pietersburg is cur northern Trans’aal 
correspondent, (Hatata Tsedu). 


[Begin recording] [Announcer John Wakeham] (Hatatz). 
what information do you nave on the coup? 


[(Hatata)] There was an announcement on Radio Tho- 
hoyandou this afternoon, by the deputy chief of the 
Venda Defense Force, Colonel Gabriel Ramushwana, 
that he has taken over all functions of government. 
Immediately following this announcement people got 
out into the streets and started jiving and chanting, and 
just celebrating. All government offices and parastatal 
offices are closed until Monday. People have been told to 
go home. There has been no further information so far. 
[Wakeham] Was there an. ‘olence? 

[(Hatata)] There has been no revort of any violence at all, 
just jubilation by people in the streets. 


[Wakeham] And was there an announcement of any 
future plans from the new government? 


{(Hatata)} No such indication has come through, nor of 
the fate of the now deposed president, Frank Ravhele. 


[Wakeham] And what do you know about the new 
leader, Col. Gabriel Ramushwana’” 


{(Hatata)} Ramushwana started his career in the police 
force. He was in security, and at some stage he was the 
deputy commander of the security branch after Venda 
attained its so-called independence. He was transferred 
to the defense force about six years ago, and he is a very 
cunning man. [end recording] 


De Klerk Reacts To Coup 


MBO0S04 145790 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 5 Apr 90 


[Text] In response to the coup in Venda, State President 
F.W. de Klerk has said government will take all steps 
necesse7y to ensure there is no repeat of the looting and 
violence which followed the coup in Ciskei. 


Pik Botha Comments 


MBO0S04 205390 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT S$ Apr 90 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, 
Says recognition of the new government in Venda is not 
at issue now. Mr. Botha was commenting in Cape Town 
on today’s take over in that country. 


He said in a statement that he had called on Venda’s new 
leader, Colonel Gabriel Ramushwana, to prevent all 
forms of violence. Mr. Botha said Col. Ramushwana had 
assured the South African ambassador to Venda that the 
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Situation was under corptrol and thal priority would be 
given to stability and social welfare 


New Leader Announces Curfew 


MB0S04 154990 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 5 Apr W 


[Text] The government of President Frank Ravhele of 
Venda has fallen. Reports say that Chict Ravhele and his 
cabinet resigned voluntarily, and that a Council! of 
National Unity has taken over. 


The chairman of the council 1s the former second in 
command of the Venda Defense Force. C olone! Gabrie! 
Ramushwana. From today he 1s also officer com- 
mand:ag the Defense Force. 


Col. Ramushwana sard in a statement that the takeover 
by the council was aimed at resicring law and order in 
the country. Col. Ramushwana announced that a curfew 
would be in affect from 2000 to 0430 [1800 to 0250 
GMT] in the morning and that all pubic mectings. 
protests and gatherings would be prohibited until further 
novice. 


He is to hold a news conference in the Pechament 
building in the capital, Thohoyandou, tomorrow 
morning. 


New Leader Comments on ANC 


MB0S04162590 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 18500 GMT S§ Apr 90 


[Text] The new leader of Venda. Colone! Ramushwana. 
read a resignation letter from Ravhele over Radi Tho- 
hoyandou. The letter said the breakdown of law and 
order in Venda had reached scrious proportions. 
Ravhele said in the letter he was not in the position to 
restore lay and order. He went on to say his foremost 
concern was the interest of his country. According to him 
the statement says: My cabinet and I hereby resign from 
our offices with immediate effect. 


Ramushwana said alternative organizations such as the 
ANC [African National Congress} were welcome to hold 
talks with them. He warned against the use of force to 
intimidate the people of the area. 


The only reaction so far from the South African Govern- 
meat: State President F.W. de Klerk has said the gov- 
ernment will do everything possible to ensure there 1s no 
repetition of the violence and looting which followed the 
recent coup in Cisker. 


De Klerk: Boycott of Talks ‘Not Condacive’ 


MBO0S04 150890 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT § Apr 90 


[Text] State President F.W. de Klerk and Nelson Ma: 
dela appear headed for a showdown when they meet at 
Tuynhuys in a few hours’ time. 
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President De Klerk toid a press conference after meeting 
two homeland leaders today that he intended discussing 
why four other homeland leaders had decided to boycott 
today’s meeting. I do not interfere with his discussions, 
he said. I think that any kind of boycott is not conducive 
to the whole process of negotiation. 


Addressing the same press conference, KwaZulu’s Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi said there was no way in which he 
would support any bullying by the ANC [African 
National Congress], and he added he was not going to be 
intimidated. I was not intimidated by the white govern- 
ment, and | am not going to be intimidated by the ANC. 


With the Labor Party refusing to take part in scheduled 
discussions On negotiations, following a request from Man- 
dela, today’s talks dealt largely with the violence in Natal. 


Government, State Leaders Meet in Cape Town 


De Klerk Comments on Talks 


MB0504 170090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1545 GMT 5 Apr 90 


[Text] Talks between the government and leaders of 
self-governing states and ministers’ councils were held in 
Cape Town today despite the withdrawal by the chief 
ministers of Lebowa, KaNgwane, KwaNdebele, and 
Gazankulu. Leaders who accepted the invitation were 
Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the chief minister of Kwa- 
Zulu; Dr. T.K. Mopelithe, chief minister of Qwaqwa; 
Reverend Allan Hendrickse, Labor Party leader; and Dr. 
J.N. Reddy, Solidarity leader. 


Rev. Hendrickse said before the talks that he had 
received a telephone call from Mr. Nelson Mandela 
asking him not to attend the talks, but he decided to 
attend the meeting and to ask that the talks be post- 
poned. The talks were not postponed and after them it 
was Said in a statement that more talks would be held 
when the other leaders were also present. 


[Begin De Klerk recording in English] We sincerely 
believe, as is emphasized in this statement, that there is 
no question of there just being two parties who are 
involved in negotiation in South Africa, and who should 
be involved. There are many leaders with proven con- 
Stituencies, and it is this government's definite goal to 
involve all leaders within the constituencies in the nego- 
tiation process. [end recording] 


The chief ministers of Lebowa, KaNgwane, Qwandabele 
and Gazankulu who had not attended the talks said in 
separate statements that they decided on their own not to 
attend the talks and had not been not intimidated by the 
ANC. 
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Meeting Calls for End to Violence 


MB0504 180590 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 5 Apr 90 


[Text] A unanimous call for the unqualified ending of 
violence by all tactions in South Africa has been made by 
delegations representing the government, the ministers 
councils and the governments of KwaZulu and Qwaqwa. 


The call was made after the delegations had held talks in 
Cape Town today with the State President, Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk. 


The elegations said in a joint statement that the 
meeting had initially been informed about the request by 
the deputy president of the ANC [African National 
Congress], Mr. Nelson Mandela, to the Labor Party not 
to attend the talks. The leader of the Labor Party, the 
Reverend Allan Hendrickse then asked the meeting to 
adjourn until the obstacles that had prevented certain 
leaders from attending were overcome. 


The other parties did not concur with the Labor Party, 
and it was agreed that the delegations should at least 
discuss the serious violence and intimidation in this 
country. The delegations, with the exception of the 
Labor Party, said in a statement that violence and 
intimidation should be rejected as a means of achieving 
political goals. They agreed that negotiations on a new 
Constitution for South Africa could take place only 
under peaceful circumstances and without intimidations 
of any kind. They urged South African leaders to strive 
for peaceful negotiation through peaceful means. They 
said that they had taken note of the intention of the 
government and the ANC to remove all obstacles in the 
path of true constitutional negotiation. 


The parties also agreed that there were not only two but 
several parties to the negotiations, including those that 
had attended and those that had stayed away. The 
parties agreed that further talks should be held and that 
they should be attended by all those initially invited by 
Mr. de Klerk. 


De Klerk Discusses 5 Apr Mandela Talks 


MB0604060890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 6 Apr 90 


[Text] Preparations for talks between the government 
and the ANC [African National Congress] are back on 
course. 


The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, and the deputy 
president of the ANC, Mr. Nelson Mandela, agree‘ after 
talks lasting three hours in Cape Town yesterday evening 
that a steering committee should finalize dates and 
venues for future discussions. 


Announcements to this effect would be made as soon as 
possible by both the government and the National Exec- 
utive Committee of the ANC in Lusaka. The mectings 
will have the same agenda as the meeting scheduled for 
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11 April which was canceled, namely the removal of 
obstacles to real negotiation. 


President de Klerk said at a news conference after the 
talks that he and Mr. Mandela had focused mainly on the 
question of future meetings and the violence in South 
Atrica. The state president emphasized the need to create 
an atmosphere conducive to negotiation and the stability 
that was vital for this purpose. He said he gained the 
impression that Mr. Mandela agreed that violence had to 
end, that the country had to be stable, and that there had 
to be a situation in which discussion could take place. 


On the police action at Sebokeng thai the ANC gave as 
the reason for calling off the meeting on 1! April, 
President de Klerk assured Mr. Mandela that the matter 
would be thoroughly investigated by a judge and that the 
government was considering the appointment of a judi- 
cial commission of inquiry. This possibility would be 
discussed at the next meeting of the cabinet. 


President de Klerk said proper government had to con- 
tinue on all levels and that negotiations should take place 
parallel to this procedure. He emphasized that the task of 
the security forces was not to protect a particular polit- 
ical party but to maintain law and order. 


President de Klerk also expressed concern about black- 
on-black violence, which the government regarded as an 
obstacle in the way of negotiation as well as the negative 
impression this was creating internationally. He said, 
however, he was encouraged because those who fori. °rly 
criticized the security forces were now asking for an 
increase in security force activity. 


President de Klerk said the meeting yesterday evening 
had contributed to better communication between him- 
self and Mr. Mandela in removing misunderstandings. 
The meeting had been very successful in that regard and 
the channels for communication had been created that 
would prevent considerable misunderstanding. 


President de Klerk said the honest exchange of opinions 
between himself and Mr. Mandela had also led to a 
better understanding. 


Mandela Comments on Talks 


M B0604063090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
m English 0500 GMT 6 Apr 90 


| Text] Mr. Mandela told a news conference in Cape 
Town that the [5 April] meeting with President de Klerk 
had been productive and that he had formed the impres- 
sion that the government would 1, vestigate the problems 
that led to the suspension of the rieeting on I! April. 


Mr. Mandela said he welcomed the government's inten- 
tion to investigate the fatalities in Sebokeng and the 
possible appointment of a judicial commission of 
iaquiry. He said any commission of inquiry should not 
comprise only members of one population group. that it 
should also include people who were regarded as credible 
leaders in a relevant community. 
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Mr. Mandela denied that the ANC [African National 
Congress] or any other political organization had intim- 
idated the leaders of the self-governing states. He said 
the leaders had met him on Wednesday [4 April] to 
inform him of their decision to withdraw from a meeting 
with the state president that was supposed io have taken 
place yesterday. 


Mr. Mandela said the ANC was not excluding anyone 
from negotiations but that there were certain questions 
that had to be discussed solely between the ANC and 
government. He said there was no strategy to rsolate the 
government and that this was contrary to the spirit of 
negotiation. He wanted to involve the government in 
discussions. 


Asked if there was a place for the leaders of the self- 
governing states in the negotiating process, Mr. Mandela 
said he was in contact with them and that the atmo- 
sphere was conducive to a breakthrough leading to the 
pooling of resources of all antrapartheid organizations. 


Mr. Mandela said talks would also be held with AZAPO 
{[Azanian People’s Organization] and the National 
Council of Trade Unions. He said considerable prepara- 
tory work would be necessary before he meets the chief 
minister of KwaZulu, Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


Mr. Mandela said that during his recent visit to Kwa- 
Zulu he had been amazed at the amount of hostility 
towards Dr. Buthelez1. He said the present atmosphere 
was not conducive to a meeting. 


* Economic Myths To Be Dispelled Before Talks 


340004804 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 26 Feb 90 p 10 


{Article by Ken Owen: “Economic Debate Must Dispel 
Some Myths and Legends” | 


[Text] Two vexatious questions are bound to dominate 
the coming constitutional negotiations: the need to 
assure minorities, whites in particular, that they will not 
be oppressed, and the need to restructure an economy 
grossly distorted by the injustices of apartheid. 


On the first of these issues Nelson Mandela has been 
extraordinarily generous in offering to confront the fear 
of the white community. Actually, I thought the ANC 
{African National Congress]’s opening offer of simple 
equality was preferable to the special status which Pres- 
ident de Klerk demands, but if he and Mandela agree to 
make whites a kind of :oyal game. who am I to blow 
against the wind” 


The economic problem ts more contentious and more 
pressing. It can be succinctly stated: how do we reconcile 
the legitimate demand of a deprived black pop:ilation for 
a restructuring of the economic system with the require- 
ments of a successful, growing economy” 


The demand for restructuring, let me say at once. 1s not 
only legitimate but inescapable. The system has been 
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skewed against black people for more than a century 
(and in the Cape for more than three centuries), and they 
are entitled to redress. Anyway, their demands are too 
emotionally charged to be wished away. Restructuring 1s 
a political imperative. 


The question is how? 


The worst proposal, indubitably, is that contained in the 
Freedom Charter: to nationalise the banks, the mines, 
and the commanding heights of the economy, and to 
redistribute the land to “those who work it”. 


These ideas were inserted into the Charter (after the 
liberal Peter Hjul had been bundled out of the drafting 
committee) by men and women who were convinced 
that the ideas which then prevailed in Eastern Europe 
represented the wave of the future. Today we know 
where those ideas lead. 


Meanwhile, however, the Charter’s demand or national- 
isation has been sustained by the teaching at our univer- 
sities of what might be called Bulgarian economics: a 
collection of economic myths whose survival ts attribut- 
able mainly to the fact that economic debate has come to 
be dominated by social scientists, historians and gram- 
marians with Firm Views on Morality. 


Among the favourite myths, to cite one, is that the five 
corporations which dominate the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange [JSE] also “control” the economy. The argu- 
ment is ignorant, confusing the JSE with the economy, 
and leaving out of account—at a guess—50,000 unlisted 
companies, half a million close corporations, partner- 
ships and small businesses, and vast agricultural 
empires, not to speak of the accumulated wealth in the 
suburbs. 


Nevertheless, from this myth has sprung the idea. 
amounting to an obsession among those who lust for 
power to “plan” our lives, that totalitarian control by 
nationalisation of the Anglo American Corporation and 
a few other “commanding heights”. 


The idea is silly. Anglo’s market capitalisation is roughly 
R [rand] 30bn [billion], while government's revenues 
from taxation of the entire economy is R60bn a year and 
growing. Any peasant knows, if I may resort to the 
bucolic imagery of my childhood, that it is better to milk 
the cow than slaughter it. Anyway, we have the Zambian 
example of what happens to a mining industry w ten it is 
taken over by clerks and economists. 


The tragedy is that the ANC, by continuing to mutter 
about nationalisation of “the commanding heights’, is 
inflicting damage on the economy as great as the damage 
O sanctions, and it may well destroy the country’s 
Capacity to produce ihe rich flow of revenue to state 
coffers which 1s, 
redressing past wrongs. 


Nelson Mandela's first speech sent foreign investors 
(though not many South Africans) scuttling for safety. As 
one broker reported: “Those foreign politicians and 


indeed, the ANC’s only hope of 
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businessmen who for years have called for the ‘normal- 
isation’ of politics in SA [South Africa] have headed for 
the hills in no uncertain manner.” 


But that’s not the worst of it. Continuing talk of nation- 
alisation is unsettling South Africans, who are beginning 
to eye moveable investments like yachts and small art 
works rather than productive, wealth-producing, job- 
creating investment. As Brian Gilbertson of Gencor said 
last week, in a nationalised mining industry there will be 
no new deep-level mines. 


To put it plainly, »f the ANC does not button its lip on 
this subject, the gold that lies deep in the Potchefstroom 
gap will stay there forever. 


How, then, is reconstruction to be achieved” 


The short answer 1s to view it not as a constitutional 
question to be settled in constitutional negotiations, but 
as a political question of economic management to be 
pursed afterwards. The answer to poverty and depriva- 
tion is to create wealth, and the constitution should not 
put obstacles in the way. 


Unfortunately, the argument for rapid economic growth 
has been discredited from two sources. On the one hand, 
purist free-marketeers take the argument that absurd 
lengths, disdaining all political realities, and at time—in 
discussing health services, for example—they descend to 
obscenity. 


On the other hand, there is the Bulgarian myth that 
economic growth simply makes the rich richer, leaving 
the poor poor. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
Modern corporations generate far more wages and taxes 
than dividends, and the benefits of economic growth 
spread quickly through the nation. 


To put the argument at its simplest: if we achieve growth 
rates of 7 percent-10 percent a year, which is well within 
our capability, the nationa! wealth will double before 
then end of the century. A major beneficiary would be 
government, whose annual revenucs would double (at 
present rates) to about R130bn. 


Next in line would be unionised workers, who—you may 
be sure—would bargain for wage increases to the limits 
of the profitability. and perhaps to the limits of corpo- 
rate survival. 


More important than all of this, however, 1s that eco- 
nomic growth creates a myriad of new opportunities, 
new jobs, undreamed-of new economic roles, to be filled 
by aspiring people at every level of society. And there is 
no more dramatic improvement of the lot of an indi- 
vidual than to go from unemployment to a job. 


On top of this comes restructuring, in which the prin- 
ciple formulated by the liberal John Rawls should apply: 
government intervention in the economy, whether in 
providing eduction or charity for the destitute, or health 
or housing, should favour the poor. Or, if you like, the 
historically deprived 
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This raises the final Bulgarian myth: that a poor, back- 
ward country like ours can sustain the social services of 
a rich and educated people like Sweden. In fact, exces- 
Sive taxation undermines competitiveness, and drives 
skilled people to emigration. But the proper balance of 
taxation, investment and social expenditure is bound to 
be the very stuff of post-apartheid politics. 


So far, only that marvellous politician Harry Schwarz 
has been thinking seriously about the balance, but that is 
the subject for another column. 


Cabinet Holds Team-Building Exercise 


MB0404093590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0840 GMT 4 Apr 90 


[Text] Cape Town April 4 SAPA—The cabinet will com- 
plete two days of deliberation at a secret venue in the 
Boland on Wednesday, a Tuynhuys spokesman confirmed. 


The informal meeting, a team-building exercise, is one of 
a series of such open collar, no ties meetings arranged 
since last year and to be continued later in the year. 


Reports that the meeting had been arranged specially to 
prepare for the government’s negotiations with home- 
land leaders tomorrow and with the ANC [African 
National Congress] at the cancelled April |! meeting 
were denied by the state president’s office. 


The date for the special cabinet meeting had been 
decided at a similar informal gathering in January before 
the state president’s February 2 initiatives were known, 
the spokesman said. 


Another informal meeting was scheduled for the second 
half of the year, he said, but did not reveal the date. 


* ANC Reply to De Klerk, Starts Reorganization 


34000503B Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 2-8 Mar 90 pp 6-7 


[Article: “Time To Build Democracy”’] 


[Text] Reconstruction of the ANC [African National 
Congress} gets underway soon, more than three decades 
after the organisation was driven underground and its 
most senior leadership jailed. Given the scale of the task 
that the organisation has set itself, there is ittle time—a 
mere 10 months before it holds its first nati »nal confer- 
ence inside the country since its banning. 


For some of the ANC stalwarts, the process could 
amount to reliving the early sixties when the organisa- 
tion set out to reorganise following the release of key 
leaders and the lifting of the State of Emergency in 
August of 1960. 


But given the events that followed, the Sharpeville 
massacre in 1961 and the subsequent banning of the 
ANC, reorganisation at a mass level failed to gain 
sufficient momentum. 
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Although the organisation had a mass membership oi) 
around 100,000 in the fifties, repression during that 
period ensured that ANC activity was limited to 4 
hardcore of militants. This continued to characterise the 
organisation's activity for many years after. 


Almost 30 years later, a set of qualitatively different 
conditions have been created through mass and armed 
Struggles and international pressure, and once again the 
Opportunity to reconstruct its mass base presents itselt. 


Much, however, still remains undecided and a clear pro- 
gramme of action to transform the mass suppori of the 
ANC into structured formations has not yet been finalised. 


It is highly unlikely that the organisation will kick off 
with a mass launch inside the country given the fact that 
it was formerly inaugurated on January 8, 1912. 


Energies will instead, in all likelihood, be focused on 
building a visible presence in all corners of the country 
rural and urban. 


Walter Sisulu, former secretary general of the organisi- 
tion and one of its most senior leaders, has already been 
appointed chairperson of the ANC committee entrusted 
with the responsibility of leading and guiding the recon- 
Struction process. 


But a great deal will also depend on the depth ot 
Organisation that formations in the MDM [Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement] have achieved since starting the pro- 
cess of rebuilding after the initial lull following the state 
of emergency. 


A crucial question 1s whether the mass formations of the 
democratic movement have occupied the space con- 
ceded by the state and whether in fact the organisation 
has been consolidated. 


“| don’t want to claim that we have. says Cositu’s 
{Congress of South African Trade Unions] assistant 
general secretary and one of the MDM’s leading actiy- 
ists, Sydney Mufamadi. 


‘put we are in a situation where the strategic :nitiatiy 
remains in our hands because nothing that has happened 
has shifted support and loyalty away from our movement. 


“The mood of defiance is still evident for all to see—so in 
that sense our people are still moving to take up that space. 


“Yes, we have to move into that space but ts that 
enough?” Mufameadi asks. He stresses that much alten- 
tion still has to be paid to the form and character that 
organisaiion on the ground will have to take. And this, he 
says, will be informed by our strategic objectives 


“The strategic objective of the democratic movement as 
a whole is the seizure of power, the transierence of power 
into the hands of people, that is. the establishment of a 
system of one person one vote under a common voters” 
role in a unitary and democratic SA [South Africa],” 
Mufamadi explains. 
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“Various formations of the democratic movement— 
underground and above board—have always been 
guided by this perspective,’ Mufamadi explains. 


“Whatever structures we form, they must function as 
organs of people’s power—we must be able to, through 
them, challenge the government's claim to power, its 
legitimacy and right to rule over us.” 


Mufamadi cites the example of teachers taking to the 
Streets and argues that what we are witnessing is the 
changing of power relations. Teachers, who were in the 
past seen as part of the education problem, are now 
marching in protest against the authorities and are 
saying “the education crisis is also our problem.” 


Mufamadi says there is a new unifying perspective 
emerging and how we transform these unifying perspec- 
tives into something that could weld students, parents 
and teachers into unified structures to challenge the 
power of the authorities, needs to be urgently examined. 


Similar developments in the rural areas, where civil 
servants have taken to the streets, must also be addressed 
in the same way. 


“But we must go further than just saying that we do not 
want to be ruled in a particular way. We must seize on 
the changing power relations and be able to say: De 
Klerk, you have no right to unilaterally preside over the 
process of normalising the political situation. 


“The question of power should not just be left to our 
diplomats in the democratic movement, and what they 
can and cannot say to De Klerk. It must be taken down 
to our people on the ground and the type of formations 
that are formed on the ground must be informed by the 
perception of how we want to change the existing power 
relations.” 


In this regard, the support for the ANC and the SACP 
[South African Communist Party], reflected in the spon- 
taneous jubilation at the unbannings of the organisations 
and the release of its leaders, must be transformed into 
“concrete structures on the ground, structures that can 
challenge De Klerk’s authority”, Mufamadi stresses. 


“Any serious liberation movement cannot just be satis- 
fied with the support that it enjoys—it has to transform 
that support into active participation,” Mufamadi adds. 
This perspective will certainly have a bearing on where 
the emphasis will lie when the task of the reconstruction 
of the ANC is undertaken. 


Mufamadi warns that De Klerk, by meeting some of the 
preconditions, hoped to unleash a wave of excitement 
and euphoria among the people, which would over- 
shadow the substance of the Harare Declaration—which, 
he points out, is the question of power. “This,” he says, 
“must not be allowed.” 


Just how dependent ts the reconstruction of the ANC on 
the strength of the MDM on the ground and is it 
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necessary to first begin strengthening formations of the 
MDM before reconstructing the primary liberation 
organisation? 


Mufamadi argues that the process of building the ANC 
and strengthening the MDM structures must be initiated 
simultaneously. 


Existing structures will undoubtedly have a crucial 
bearing on the reconstruction process, he believes. 


“There are already thousands, if not millions of our 
people, who are part of one or another democratic forma- 
tion, be it a trade union, a student organisation or civic. 


“These are ready pools of support from which the ANC 
can recruit its membership.” 


Mufamadi believes that the reconstruction of the ANC 
will also strengthen the formations of the MDM. 


But he cautions that this does not mean that all MDM 
structures should be collapsed into the ANC. 


“IT think that there are still things that our structures 
could continue doing, not necessarily as part of the ANC, 
but as civics, student organisations etc. 


“I think, if we are serious about the notion of people's 
power, we cannot straight-jacket that into one organisa- 
tion—even if it is a political organisation. 


“But obviously we must recognise the ANC as the overall 
leader in this regard. The masses of our people have long 
said that they see the ANC as the embodiment of their 
aspirations. Therefore through their membership of the 
ANC and their continued xarticipation in other organs of 
people’s power, they will ensure that an ANC government 
remains responsive to their aspirations,” Mufamadi said. 


M-Plan and Its Effectiveness 


While no blueprint for the reconstruction of the ANC 
has yet been worked out, the M-Plan, which formed the 
basis of the movement's organisational work in the 
1950°s, will no doubt play an important role. 


It has found expression at various stages in the historical 
development of mass organisation in the country. 


The spate of bannings, arrests and a general intensifica- 
tion of state repression in the 1950’s, made it extremely 
difficult to continue organising in the overtly. Bringing 


about “mass action through public mass meetings, press 
statements and leaflets’ had become extremely hazardous. 


Nelson Mandela, who was president of the Transvaal 
ANC during that period, detailed the M-Plan in his 
presidential address in September 1953. 


He told the meeting that the “underlying principle of the 
plan is the understanding that it is no longer possible to 
wage struggle mainly on the old methods of public 
meetings and circulars.” 
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Mandela tuld the meeting that the aim of the M-Plan, 
which was formulated by the ANC’s National Executive 
in consultation with the SA Indian Congress, was 
detailed as having: 


¢ “to consolidate the Congress machinery; 

¢ to enable the transition of important decisions taken 
on a national level to every member of the organisa- 
tion without calling public meetings, issuing press 
statements and printing circulars: 

¢ “to build up in the local branches themselves local 
Congresses which will effectively represent the 
strength and will of the people”; 

e “to extend and strengthen the ties between Congress 
and the people and to consolidate Congress leader- 
ship.” 


The immediate purpose of the plan was, therefore, to 
build a mass membership and to organise it through a 
structure of accepted leaders, who could transmit policy 
and decisions from national to grassroots level. 


There was also an emphasis on efficient and effective 
Organisation requiring detailed membership cards, 
financial records as well as weekly meetings of ‘‘cell- 
stewards, chief stewards and prime-stewards.” 


In terms of the plan, cell-stewards were to be 'n charge of 
a street. Each cell would therefore be divi ‘ed up into 
blocks of about seven houses, with each block having a 
unit-steward. 


Chief-stewards were in charge of a zone of about seven 
Streets. 


Each zone would also have a leader in charge of political 
education so that ANC policy could be explained an? 
understood by every member. 


Prime-stewards were placed in charge of a ward made up 
of about four zones. Prime-stewzirds, together with the 
branch secretary, would constitute a branch secretariat. 


Officers of the branch were to be elected at cell meetings 
after an elaborate nomination process. 


But implementation of the M-plan was not without 
problems. Some of the reasons put forward for this was 
that the M-Plan was not fully explained and that money 
was not available to pay organisers. 


Where the plan was implemented, it proved to be a huge 
success. Mandela was quoted as saying that the large 
numbers, who attended the ANC’s regional congresses 
on the Witwatersrand, was a “striking demonstration of 
the effectiveness of this plan.” 


While conditions have changed since the fifties, the need 
for mass Organisation can not be emphasised any less. 
Aspects of the plan will therefore still find relevancy 
today. 
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ANC Appoints Regional Officers 2 Apr 


MB0204 185490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1843 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 2 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] interim leadership core on Monday 
{2 April] announced the appointment of severai conve- 
nors to head regional offices of the ANC in cach major 
district in the country and also in Transkei. 


Transkei 1s the only homeland which has been included 
in the list. 


The ANC’s Department of Information and Publicity 
Said in a statement the task of these convenors 1s to 
recruit new membership and set up ANC regional 
offices. 


Convenors for the Northern Natal, Southern [Orange] 
Free State and Northern Free State regions still have to 
be confirmed. 


Those appointed and their areas are: 


Kgalema Motlanthe (PWV) [Pretoria, Witwatersrand, 
Vereeniging], 

Thabo Makunyane (Northern Transvaal). 

Terror Lekota (Southern Natal). 

Harry Gwala (Natal Midlands). 

Trevor Manuel (appointed co-convenor for the Western 
Cape), 

Benson Fihla (Eastern Cape). 

Arnold Stofile (Border). 

A. Xobololo (Transkei), 

and Jomo Khasu (Northern Cape). 


ANC Members Escape Prison, Arrive at Lusaka 


MB0304052790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0350 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 5 SAPA—Nine members of 
the ANC’s military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, who 
escaped from a South African prison earlier this year. 
have arrived in the Zambian capital, Lusaka, SABC 
radio news reports. 


The nine men, who were arrested for terrorism and 
treason in 1988, told reporters their escape from Mod- 
derbee Prison and secret trip to Lusaka had been orga- 
nised by their underground colleagues in South Africa. 


They said a pistol had been smuggled into the prison, 
and that they had escaped after oveipowering their 
guarcs and stealing one of their cars. 


Prisoners Named 


MB0204 194090 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Eight of the nine ANC [Afncan National Con- 
gress] cadres who escaped from a South African prison 
arrived in Zambia last week, and they described their 
escape as a victory of their people against the regime 
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ANC spokesman Tom Sebina introduced the eight 
[number as heard] at a press briefing as: (Rodney Toka), 
(Francis Mpige), (Joseph Nkhosi), (George Mathe), 
(Reginald Lukodi), (Reuben Nkhosi), (Alfred Gathi), 
(Johannes Mapola), and (Ernest Mulasi) [words indis- 
tinct] their escape (?was to show) that South Africa was 
not as strong as it claims and added that the group would 
wail instructions from the ANC for them to continue to 
fight against apartheid from outside. 


Prisons Service Suspends 564 Striking Wardens 


MB2703090290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] The South African Prisons Service has disclosed 
that 564 wardens at |! prisons have been suspended 
recently because of their participation in illegal strikes. 


The commissioner of prisons, Lieutenant General W. H. 
Willemse, said in a statement in Pretoria that the prisons 
service provided an essential service to the community 
that should not be undermined or scaled down. 


He said there were sufficient effective communication 
channels that could be used freely by members of the 
prisons service to air their grievances. Conditions of 
service were monitored and adjusted continually. 


Gen. Willemse said contingency plans of prisons pro- 
vided for extraordinary circumstances and that the situ- 
ation at the prisons involved was therefore under con- 
trol. 


Church Leaders Heyns, Boesak Discuss Apartheid 


MB0304 161590 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1140 GMT 3 Apr 90 


{Interview with Dr. Johan Heyns, Dutch Reformed 
Church moderator, and Reverend Allan Boesak, presi- 
dent of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, by 
Colin Houston on the “Africa South” program, place 
and date not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Houston] The face of South Africa changed 
dramatically after the 2 February speech at the opening 
of Parliament by State President de Klerk. As far as the 
world community is concerned, the major issue has 
always been the removal of racial discrimination, better 
known to them as apartheid. Not only was that aspect of 
South African political and social life clearly spelled out 
in his speech—which, by the way, made the Rubicon 
look like a small meandering stream, in the imagery of 
the earlier so-called Rubicon of former President P.W. 
Botha a few years back—but, to the surprise of many 
South African observers, ANC [African National Con- 
gress] leader Nelson Mandela was finally released, his 
Organization unbanned, and the rocky base of govern- 
ment authoritarianism changed. 


For many ardent segregationists, the Scriptures held the 
true answer to apartheid. They cited passages that could 
be used to explicitly authorize the situation. But just 
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recently the very foundation of that premise was demol- 
ished when, after a week-long conference, the NGK 
{Dutch Reformed Church] declared that there was in fact 
no scrip.ural base for such a belief and in fact no reason 
why that belief should continue. Professor Johan Heyns 
is the moderator of the NGK, and I asked him if the 
other churches and groups had pressurized the NGK to 
make its dramatic change of attitude: 


[Heyns] We did experience it as a sort of moral pressure, 
and it was in any case yuite understandable. because it 1s 
true that the Dutch Reformed Church [DRC] way back 
in the forties not only supported the concept of the 
political model of apartheid, but we even tried to give it 
a Biblical, ethical justification. 


Now, ever since Our very important synod we had in 
Cape Town in 1986 where we adopted a report called 
“Church and Society,” we (?came) back on certain views 
we had had in the past and we said 1n that report that we 
are not going to support apartheid theologically any- 
more; the membership of the DRC ts open, we reject 
racism as a sin. And the sort of pressure we experienced 
here was that: Now. you have made your theological 
principle position quite clear, but what are the practical 
implications of the new stance you've taken” 


And that was the dilemma, | would say, in which we were 
put. I think the background for what I would like to call 
a certain reluctance from the side of the white DRC was 
exactly the fact that we have had a past in which we 
indeed were very closely connected with political 
models. As a matter of fact, we, the DRC, even asked 
government for certain apartheid laws in which there 
was quite obvious discriminatory elements. 


So, with this background, with this history, we are now 
very, very reluctant again to be associated so very closely 
with practical political solutions, and as a matter of fact, 
we think that that 1s not the task of the church, it is not 
the role the church has to play in society, to suggest 
certain political models. As we see from our part, we 
think it 1s the task of the church to proclaim certain 
Biblical ethical norms with universal validity. But it 1s 
for the (?knowledgeable) members of our church, in this 
case the politicians, to give sort of flesh and blood to 
those principles, whilst, on the other hand, | can quite 
understand why the blacks in the other (?world) of our 
church, they would like to see something much more 
concrete coming out of our political principles. 


| Houston] I suppose the cynic overseas viewing all of this 
would say apartheid is fundamentally an anti-Christian 
approach to living. If the church wants to be a Christian 
church, how can you possibly relate the two” Surely there 
is no equation between the two and they must be 
separated, and the church being the leader should be 
setting the goals. 


[Boesak] Yes, but we have now said it very explicitly 
during this (?consultation) as it we have said it in Harare 
when we met there a few months ago last year, that we 
have rejected the ideology of apartheid and that cannot 
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be defended on Biblical ethical terms. And, 1 1s not the 
task of the church to defend this position because that 
would be heresy. Now, we are a society in [word indis- 
tinct]. We are propagating a new South Africa because 
we Cannot see thal we can go on with the status quo. But, 
the main problem is that perhaps we have now been 
asked too much, to come up with a new political model, 
say for instance that of integration, say for instance thal 
of one-man, One-vote; and as we said in the past, that is 
not the task of the church to propagate those sort of 
solutions. That is the responsibility of the politicians. 


[Houston] You think the church has been asked to 
simply remove that political crutch that many people 
have rested on—perhaps it is even better to say the 
Biblical crutch the people have rested on—by finding 
parts of the Scripture that suited them in justification of 
apartheid. And now the church ts simply saying that does 
not apply: there is no justification, from there on you 
must make your own decisions; bul we are saying there 1s 
no justification for apartheid as a form of life. 


{Heyns] 1 think that 1s mainly true. We acknowledged the 
existence Of many, many injustices in Our society, espe- 
cially also in certain of the laws in this country. But, now 
we would like to let our [word indistinct] understand a 
very, very Clear view (?from) the side of the church as far 
as the injustices of our society 1s concerned, and that 
must be eradicated. 


{Houston} You are not saying that the church is not 
meddling in politics, the church has not meddled in 
politics. What you are saying is there 1s no political 
relationship between the Biblical view of this and the 
politics as it plays out in South Africa today, and if it is 
to be changed, the government must make the changes, 
but the church is not going to be an agent for that. 


[Heyns}] You see, | personally believe that what we have 
in South Africa 1s mainly [word indistinct] not a political 
problem. We have a moral, religious problem in this 
country. By that I mean that we should accept one 
another in this country as human beings created in the 
image of God with certain basic human rights and basic 
human responsibility, and in order to ach ve that, in 
order to achieve what we have in mind, a complete 
change of heart, a complete transformation of our aiti- 
tudes towards one another in order to do just that. That 
would be the role of the church. 


But, the church as an institution which has a calling to 
act as an agent (?for its nation) has no mandate from 
God to do more than that. The moment we are trying to 
do more than that, that moment we transcend the very 
essence of the church as an agent of reconciliation. 


[Houston] How weil has the other parts of the church 
accepted this new philosophy, well, this new explanation 
of this philosophy? 


[Heyns}] Well, | won't say that’s a new philosophy or a 
new explanation, because that is the very essence of 
reform theology and reform (°ethics). But, what I think is 
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quite understandabie that people in a suppressed posi- 
tion, where they see themselves and they consider them- 
selves to be oppressed, there they would like to see much 
more active solutions from the side of the church. I think 
that they theoretically reaiize what 1s the calling of the 
church. But, given the situation of apartheid, given the 
[word indistinct] as an oppressed situation, the task of 
the church ts, according to them, to do much more than 
only proclaim certain basic ethical norms. 


[Houston] Rev. Allan Boesak 1s the president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and he argues 
that the admission by the Dutch Reformed Church 1s 
only one part of the way ahead for the church. It must 
now be seen to be doing something about the matter. 


{Boesak] Yes, I think essentially that is true. The 
problem does not lie, | think, in terms of the willingness 
to understand the issues involved, but it lies in the 
willingness to begin to do something about it. We have 
clashed quite a number of times over this week on that 
particular issue. We say to the Dutch Reformed Church, 
if it 1s true that we say we confess our guilt in establishing 
apartheid in maintaining the system, in justifying it and 
so forth, and we condemn apartheid as wrong, and our 
logical question 1s what are you going to do about it, and 
that is where the ways sort of go apart. The Dutch 
Reformed Church does not want, at this stage, to name 
anything specific, to name any concrete thing that can be 
done or should be done, and that for us was creating 
problems. 


[Houston] You don't see the very fact that they have 
agreed, now that they have said apartheid 1s [word 
indistinct] and there is no place for apartheid in the 
Scriptures. That alone in itself tends to take away this 
difficult crutch that many people have used for many 
years, to confirm their [word indistinct] to apartheid, 
and with that [word indistinct] haven't they come a long 
way In any case? 


[Boesak] Well, you should go even further than that. | 
mean, they had removed the pos:tbility for Biblical 
justification already in 1986. What is row happened in 
Vereeniging this week was that they have finally come 
out and responded to our call for (?repentance) by saying 
ves, we were wrong, and yes, apartheid is wrong, and yes, 
we confess our guilt as far as it is concerned. Now, that ts 
new, and that I think is (rue. You have to say this. | 
mean, that in terms of where they were 25 years ago 1s 
(not) five years ago. They ha.» come a long way, you 
have to also say, of course, and on the other hand, we 
have moved so far already and the situation has so much 
deteriorated in our view that the way that the NGK has 
come looks a little shorter than it 1s in reality. 


Church Leaders Meet Buthelezi, Issue Statement 


MBO0204184490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT ? Apr 90 


[Text] Ulundi April 2 SAPA—A top-level delegation of 
church leaders, led by Bishop Manas Buthelezi, presi- 
dent of the SA Council of Churches [SACC], on Monday 
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met KwaZulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi, his 
cabinet and leaders of Inkatha and the Inkatha Youth 
Brigade. 


A jvint statement issued afterwards said the church 
leaders had requested the meeting as the first in a series 
with political leaders on the ongoing violence particu- 
larly in the strife-torn Pietermaritzburg area. 


Meetings have also been requested with President F.W. 
de Klerk and African National Congress [ANC] Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela. 


The statement said the church leaders asked for the 
reactivation of a peace plan involving a conference 
between th leaders of Inkatha, the ANC and other 
political and trade union organisations. 


They also suggested a major peace conference in Natal, 
jointly-organised mass peace rallies and joint peace 
committees at grassroots level. 


The statement said Dr Buthelezi told the churchmen the 
peace plan did not have to be reactivated since he was 
still committed to it. He outlined steps which he had 
taken to bring about peace but said other parties had not 
cooperated. 


The statement said Dr Buthelezi declared he was willing 
to appear at a joint peace rally in any stadium in the 
Pietermaritzburg area. 


Other church leaders present included: Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu: Dr Frank Chikane, general secretary of the 
SACC, Archbishop Denis Hurley, Catholic archbishop 
of Durban, Bishop Michael Nuttall, Anglican bishop of 
Natal: and Bishop Khoza Mgojo of the Methodist 
Church. 


* Student Groups Working Towards Unity 


340004994 Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 23 Feb-1 Mar 90 p 11 


[Text] The ultsmate merger of the South African 
National Students Congress (Sansco) and the National 
Union of South African Students (Nusas) would mark 
the implementation of non-racialism in students politics. 


The two organisations are currently working towards 
merger following a decision taken by both at their annual 
meetings held at the end of last year. 


The organisations have since held joint meetings and 
decided on measures aimed at the fulfilment of non- 
racialism in tertiary institutions throughout the country. 


These include prior discussions of campaigns and issues 
affecting the student population in different institutions. 


The moves towards unity are in sharp contrast with the 
objectives of apartheid education which has for a long 
trme been used to entrench racism among the students in 
the educational institutions. 
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Apartheid education has been an obstacle in the essential 
progress towards a non-racial society in this country. 


They would bring together students in the universities, 
technickons and colleges throughout the country 
including the bantustans. 


Although the decision to merge was taken during the 
annual meetings at the end of last year, the organisations 
agreed to strengthen the existing alliance by embarking 
on a Common programme of action to ensure the reali- 
sation of the closing of ranks by the oppressed against the 
apartheid system. 


This included joint meetings aimed at working out a 
common understanding regarding the phasing out of 
obstacles which have, for long time, frustrated efforts of 
the leadership of these organisations in adopting a uni- 
form approach to problems encountered by the students. 


Both organisations have identified tasks to be undev- 
taken for the success of the programme. 


The organisations are part of the Mass Democratic 
Movement (MDM). 


These include mass organisation and mobilisation of 
students, building of non-racialism on the campuses, 
exposing white students to the South African realities. 


“Our being part of the MDM and having access to other 
MDM organisations allows us as student leadership to 
expose white students to the South African reality and 
equips us with a clear vision for the future,” says Nusas. 


While Sansco has committed itself to facilitating debates 
and discussions on issues affecting the organisation and 
its membership. Sansco believes that this approach ts 
important to ensure accountability not only on paper but 
also in practice. 


“We believe that it is only through this approach of 
openness, criticism and self-criticism that we will be able 
to attain greater democracy and greater student partici- 
pation, not only in our campaigns but also in the 
decision-making process,”’ Sansco president Mike 
Koyana said. 


According to Koyana the location of the role of students 
is in the struggle for justice. Koyana explains: “It was 
noted that the sphere of education was a terrain of the 
struggle on its own. In essence the role of the intelligen- 
isia in the society as a whole was confined within the 
battle of ideas. 


“This has led to the misconception that our struggle is 
only within the campuses. The congress acknowledged 
that the role stretches beyona the boundaries of the 
institutions.” 


Koyana also pointed out that the organisation 1s also 
committed specifically to strengthening working rela- 
tions with the community-based organ:sations. 
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“We believe that our activists must swell the ranks of the 
youth congresses .a the townships and rural areas 
throughout the country and initiate campaigns to inte- 
grate students’ struggles within their communities.” 


Turning to administration the organisation identified 
the undemocratic administration of the institutions as 
preventing the participation of students among other 
things in the drawing of the curriculum and in relation to 
the needs of the broader community. 


Nusas explains: “On the liberal campuses this undemo- 
cratic Operation has resulted in students being disem- 
powered and ofien adopting an apathetic approach to 
the running of the universities. It has also meant that the 
nature and standard of university education is deter- 
mined mainly, by the university administrations.” 


Accord'ng to the organisations this has resulted in the 
university education being strongly influenced and 
designed on European models and not the very real 
needs and conditions of South African society. 


“The admission criteria used in these institutions seems 
to be an improved version of the infamous quota system. 
Furthermore, the increment of fees also serves as one 
way of controlling the number of students admitted, 
especially black students who mainly come from the 
oppressed and exploited communities,” says Sansco. 


The decision to merge was a culmination of discussions 
by both the leadership and members of both organisa- 
tions at different levels including campuses. 


For sxample on the part of Sansco, the discuss’ons were 
part of a process of self-criticism aimed at identifying 
mistakes and take the necessary steps to rectify them for 
the advancement of the struggle particularly in the 
educational front. 


Although Sansco, then called the Azanian Students 
Organisation (Azaso), adopted non-racialism as its 
guiding principle at its annual congress in 1981, the 
organisation literally confined itself to organisating black 
students—Africans, “coloureds” and Indians. 


The organisation attributed this weakness to the “mate- 
rial conditions on ground.” 


It was against this background that Sansco had to face 
the challenge while evaluating its strengths and weak- 
nesses over the decade of existence. This period marked 
by the repression, closure of campuses, expulsions, 
detentions, restrictions, bannings and mysicrious attacks 
and murders aimed particularly at the leadership. 


The Nusas has gone through similar experiences in 
recent years. 


The 10th anniversary of Sansco, which was celebrated 
during the congress coincided with the tenth anniversary 
of the African National Congress (ANC)'s Solomon 
Mahlangu Freedom College (Somafco) in Tanzania. 
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On the other hand Nusas noted as a major challenge the 
walk out by black students in 1969 in protest against the 
domination by white students. 


Nusas was formed in 1924. 


The protest action raised questions regardi1g the organ- 
isation’s commitment to fight for the interests of its 
max rity membership—blacks were in the majority. 


Nusas also acknowledged its failure to organise and 
mobilise white students despite its popularity on the 
liberal campuses. 


However, in the 70’s the organisation took some drastic 
steps in addressing the problem. In addition to orga- 
nising and mobilising students on campuses at cam- 
puses, the organisation pledged solidarity with and 
joined progressive Organisations in campaigns against 
the apartheid system. 


In the 80°s Nusa. was part of then fast growing demo- 
cratic Movement. 


These actions culminated in the affiliation io the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) in 1983. 


But Nusas regrets the failures in addressing the same 
challenge of incorporating the mass of students in the 
Struggle against the apartheid system. 


However, Nusas has noted the success in mobilising the 
majority of students to reject apartheid and to support 
the key demands of the mass democratic movement 
(MDM}—the unbanning of the African National Con- 
gress ( \NC) and the one person one vote in a unitary 
South Africa. 


Both organisations pointed at the apartheid govern- 
ment's determination to create cheap black labour force 
through the inferior education as the cause of the chronic 
education crisis in South Africa. The students also 
pointed out that the crisis was in fact a manifestation of 
the broader crisis in society saying this included the 
institutions of higher learning like colleges, technikons 
and universities. 


“The building of non-racialism, transforming the univer- 
sities and organising students so that they can use their 
skills and knowledge, must be the foundation to any 
programme adopted,” Nusas added. 


5 April Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBOS04114890 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Call To Curb Violent Right—Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English on 5 April in a page 16 editorial observes 
President de Kierk has “taken firm action to quell the 
township rioting” and now he “must turn his attention 
equally urgently to dealing with racist thugs. There are 
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too many rumblings from that quarter to ignore them.” 
“Bannings and detentions without trial are not options, 
any more than they are for leftist radicals. But incite- 
ment to violence 1s a common-law crime: encouraging 
people '5 xill is a crime, fostering racial hatred ts a 
crime.” It ts in these areas that a clampdown must come 
“through the courts.” 


Prison Warders Protest Discrimination—W idespread 
protest actiGa by warders has “served to put the focus on 
the dangers stemming from the inherent secrecy of the 
Prisons Service,” remarks a second editorial on the same 
page. Attention must be given to complaints of discrim- 
ination in two forms in prisons: “Different conditions of 
service for white and black warders; and varying treat- 
ment of prisoners based on colour.” This “cries out for a 
public inquiry and a fresh look by the Government at the 
law which permits the prison administrators to reveal as 
little as they like.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Army lo Restore Violence ‘Stopgap’—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on S$ April in a page 8 
‘ditors)! believes much of the violence that prevails in 
Natal ond elsewhere 1s “the result of a breakdown of law 
and order.” To restore a civilized order “will require a 
massive police presence,” and the task will require not 
only a rapid expanston of the police, but a different sort 
of training. and it will be costly. The use of the army tsa 
stopgap that conceals the real problem.” 


SOWETAN 


Mass Rallies in Natal Premature—Joe Thloloe writes in 
ius “Perspective” column on page 6 of Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 5 April that to achieve peace 
in Natal “itis obvious that a meeting between the top 
leadership of Inkatha on one side and that of the ANC 
[African National Congress}, UDF [United Democratic 
Front}, and COSATU [Congress of South African Trade 
| nio@ns} on the other rs necessary.” “Mass rallies now are 
premature. Leaders sniping at each other from behind 
‘their followers are not helping much. De Klerk’s words 
are worth remembering: ‘Solutions will not be found 
overnight. It will cost much time, patience and money’. 


White Right Threatens Chaos—A page 8 editorial 
remarxs that the National Party ts “hoist with its own 
petard. For decades it saw everything in terms of race 
ind dreamed up the vicious policy of apartheid.” “Now, 
as they are trying to shift to the left, they are leaving 
‘nousands of whites stuck in 1948. The Conservative 
Party and others on the far right cling to the original 
National! Party policies they inherited from Malan, Ver- 
soerd, Vorster and others. It 1s these people who are now 
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threatening to plunge the country into chaos.” De Klerk 
“must make important choices now.” 


Soviet Official Discusses Possible Future Ties 


MB0304221590 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] The Africa Institute in Moscow says diplomatic 
relations between South Africa and the Soviet U'nion 
could be restored in the near future. 


In a telephone interview with Radio RSA [Republic of 
South Africa], spokesman for the institute Dr. Viadimir 
Tikhomiroy said in Moscow that the recent meeting in 
Windhoek between the state president and the Soviet 
foreign minister, Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze. could be 
seen as official recognition by the Soviet Government 
that substantial reform had been taking place in South 
Africa. 


On the decision by the ANC [African National Congress] 
to postpone official negotiations with the government, 
he said his government was cager to see a negotiated 
settlement but that the reform process was a domestic 
issue | 


How ver, the Soviet Government was ready to play a 
key rele to end the Angolan war if assisted by South 
Africa and the United States. 


Pik Botha Criticizes Attack on London Embassy 


WBC 104052290 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2148 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] Pretoria March 31 SAPA—Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Mr Pik Botha on Saturday night strongly con- 
demned the vandalism that struck the South African 
Embassy in London during a protest against Mrs Marg- 
aret Thatcher's poll tax. 


An anti-poll tax demonstration by about 35,000 people 
in London ended 1n widespread violence when protesters 
clashed with British police on Horseback. During the 
melle, the SA embassy was attacked and damaged by 
fire. 11 was quickly extinguished by the London Fire 
Department. 


“This senseless action again confirms the SA govern- 
ment’S point of view that violence is no answer to settle 
political grievances or problems.” Mr Botha said in a 
Statement to SAPA. 


The foreign affairs minister went on to commend the 
London Fire Department and the police, who limited the 
damage and protected the embassy. 
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Angola 


UNITA Reports 5 Apr Military Situation 
MB0604070190 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 


of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0S22 GMT 6 Apr 90 


[Political and military situation report” for 1800 GMT 
on 5 April—read by announcer] 


[Text] 1. Our forces continue to clash with the troops of 
the MPLA’s [Popular \lovement for the Liberation of 
Angola] 4th Tactical Group in the region of the Lomba 
River's source. 


One of the clashes occurred at 1700 [1600 GMT] on 4 
April. The MPLA’s 4th Tactical Group lost its com- 
mander and two BMP-1 armored vehicles. 


2. Famine continues to affect the enemy forces, causing 
soldiers to surrender and desert. 


3. Our forces ambushed an enemy column 4 km south of 
Maquela do Zombo, in Uige Province, killing nine 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberatior. ot 
Angola] soldiers, desiroying four vehicles, and capturing 
11 weapons. 


4. In Huambo Province, our forces for the third time put 
to flight two enemy battalions who were trying to take 
Sambo village. 


The UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] armed forces killed 16 FAPLA soldiers 
and captured Captain (Luis Gonzaga Equiqui). 


Our forces also captured six AK-47 rifles and one B-10 
artillery piece. 


Sambo village continues to be under the LU NITA armed 
forces’ full control. 


5. Our struggle will continue because it is the only 
language the MPLA understands. 


[Issued] Office of the chief of general staff, 5 April 1990 
[Signed] Colonel Zacarias Mundombe, deputy military 
intelligence chief 


UNITA Political Bureau: "Ready for Peace’ 


MB060405 3590 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0OS10 GMT 6 Apr 90 


(Communique issued by the UNITA Central Committee 
Political Bureau in Jamba on 5 April—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] 1. On the eve of the meeting between USSR 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State James Baker, we wish to reaffirm that we 
are ready for peace. 
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2. We accept Zairian President Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko as mediator. We do not encourage any ploys by the 
Congo, Gabon, or Sao Tome. 


Seeing that the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 

Liberation of Angola] does not speak in favor of negoti- 

ations, UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 

dence of Angola] will continue to make the life of the 

Luanda regime as difficult as possible. 11 will take a while 

before we allow South African, Namibian, and Angolan 
) ucians to go to the Gove Dam. 


Our leadership agreement cannot dispense with the 
decision of the commander on the battlefield. [sentence 
as heard] 


3. We want to aggressively take the war to Luanda 
because the MPLA used its aircraft to kill women, 
children, and teachers in Jamba. Teacher Domingos 
Catanha was an example of this. 


4. We want to negotiate but never with a knife at our 
throat. We are sons of the same fatherland and we must 
discuss these issues with mutual respect and honor. 


5. UNITA no longer understands why the Marnxist- 
Lensnist MPLA-Labor Party does not grasp the changes 
under way in the world. We also do not accept that the 
West should use two weights to make two scales. 


For a free fatherland or death! 

United we shall win! 

Glory to the FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] forces! 

Glory to the Angolan people! 

Forward with our revolution! 


[Issued] Jamba, bastion of Angolan resistance, 5 April 
1990 

[Signed]Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, general of the 
army and UNITA president 


Dos Santos Sends Message To Sao Tome Leader 


MBO0S04 194990 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT S$ Apr 90 


[Text] A message from President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos was delivered today to Manuel Pinto da Costa, 
his Sao Tomean counterpart, by Angolan Deputy For- 
eign Minister Venancio Ge Moura. The message ts cer- 
tainly linked to preparations for the minisummit on the 
peace process in our country. The summit will take place 
in the Sao Tomean capital tomorrow. 


Savimbi Urges Portugal To Play ‘Important Role’ 
WU BOS04 193390 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 1900 GMT § Apr 90 


[Text] [No dateline as received] UNITA Leader Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi has expressed his gratitude to the Portu- 
guese people and its president for according a very warm 
reception during his last visit to that country. In a 
statement released jointly by the movement's Politburo, 
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Central Committee and the Armed Forces Superior 
Command, UNITA says the recent appointments of 
Gen. Adolosi Mango Alicerces to Portugal and Gen. 
Armindo Gato Paulo as deputy foreign affairs secretary 
to France respectively were, says the dispatch, to tell 
Portugal an important role it should play in the sei ‘ch 
for peace in Angola and to put UNITA’s image in that 
country on one hand and to seek more European coop- 
eration on the other. 


Referring to negotiations between MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] and UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 
the dispatch says the movement's Armed Forces will 
continue to attack the Luanda regime where it pains 
most. 


It gave as an example the April 3 UNITA forces’ attack 
on Luanda and Uige respectively, during which water 
pipelines were destroyed. 


The dispatch adds, “Luanda will always be attacked until 
MPLA agrees to negotiates.” 


Soviet ‘Aggression’ at Mavinga Criticized 
MB2403113290 (Clandestine) KUP in Enelish 
to Sowtaern and Central Africa 0900 GMT 24 Mar 90 


(“Mews feature: Mavinga, A Big Lesson For Soviet- 
Backed Aggression” | 


[Text] Jamba, Friday, March 23 [dateline as received]— 
For the past three months, the shrublands of southeast 
Angola have been transformed into the scene of the 
fiercest and heaviest battles yet on the African Conti- 
nent. 


The battle 1s for the town of Mavinga, a key UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
stronghold southeast of Cuno Cuanavale. Since last 
December, Soviet backed MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] forces supported by an 
enormous quantity of tank, military aircraft and a whole 
range of other sophisticated military equipment, have 
desperately been trying to capture the town UNITA 
control. but have been held back by well-trained, armed, 
disciplined and organised UNITA troops defending 
Mavinga. 


The material and human consequences of this genocidal 
military offensive unleashed by the Luanda regime have 
been catastrophic, to say the least. Not only has the 
regime lost millions of dollars worth of sophisticated and 
valuable war material (some of which have been cap- 
tured by UNITA forces as 1s the case of the long-range 
[word indistinct] cannon), but a number of its best and 
experienced command have also been among the many 
hundreds of its troops killed :during the course of the 
offensive. 
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For the Kremlin, these young Angolans are nothing more 
than cannon fodder to achieve the Soviet Union's insta- 
tiable expansionist policies in Africa in general and 
southern Africa in particular. 


Brushing aside all recognised rules on warfare. the 
Luanda regime has not hesitated in introducing the use 
of deadly toxic bombs on civilian settlements in the 
UNITA liberated areas using Soviet-made MiG jetfight- 
ers. Many innocent men, women and children have been 
victims of such cowardly and inhuman acts. 


Furthermore, leading experts on chemical warfare from 
different parts of the world including top Belgian tox:- 
cologist Prof. Aubain Hendrix, have al! repeatedly tcsti- 
fied to the widespread use of chemical bombs by the 
Soviet-backed MPLA forces against UNITA. What all 
this boils down to, 1s that the drowning Luanda regime is 
desperately trying to clutch at any reed in sight in order 
to survive. Hence the resort to an unprecedented disin- 
formation campaign against UNITA, financed and 
orchestrated by the Soviet Union on behalf of its client 
tantamount to that of Nazi propaganda chief Josef 
Goebels during the World War Two which designed to 
deceive world opinion about the true prevailing situa- 
von. 


This 1s aimed at covering up the serious setbacks and 
logistical difficulties faced by the MPLA troops in their 
attempts to seize Mavinga. 


A steady flow of independent foreign newsmen taken to 
Mavinga by UNITA over the past several weeks, have all 
been unanimous in affirming that the town is indeed 
firmly in UNITA hands, contrary to MPLA claims. On 
the other hand, the Luanda regime continued reluctant 
to bring forward any independent foreign journalist to 
prove its claim. 


The roar of cannons and other heavy artih ry pieces 
continues as UNITA forces heavily and systematically 
pound the besieged MPLA troops at Mavinga front and 
this serves aS a permanent reminder to the Luanda 
regime that it grossly miscalculated UNITA’s ability and 
termination to resist against any form of Soviet- 
backed military [words indistinct] elections in Angola. It 
also, once more reinforces the fact that a military solu- 
tion to the Angolan conflict is unworkable and thai the 
only viable way out 1s through direct, honest and frank 
dialogue between UNITA and the MPLA. 


The question everyone is now asking is, how many more 
thousands of innocent Angolans is the MPLA regime and 
its Soviet allies ready to sacrifice before it yields to the 
will of the Angolan people, to whom it continues to deny 
freedom, democracy and the right to choose their own 
legitimate rulers’ 


FBIS-AFR-90-067 


6 April 1990 SOUTHERN AFRICA 37 


Government Reports Offshore Oil Discovery 


MB2303 195990 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1940 GMT 23 Mar 90 


[Text] Sonangol [National Angolan Fuel Compaay] 
announced in Luanda today the discovery of oil in “Block 
3” of the Angolan “offshore” [preceding word in English]. A 
communique issued by Scnangol says the oil deposit is off 
Soyo, on the coast of northwestern Zaire Province. 


This deposit was discovered after a well had been drilled 
in the “Cobo 1” < ‘ction of “Block 3,” nine km south of the 
“Buffalo” oil deposit and 30 km south of the “Palanca”™ 


deposit. 


This well leads to two reservoirs. Tests have shown those 
reservoirs could produce 28,000 barrels or 4,500 cubic 
meters of high quality oil per day. 


38 WEST AFRICA 


Ivory Coast 


Counter-Demonstrations at Pro-Government Marches 


Police Clash With Demonstrators 
ABOS04101890 Paris AFP in French 1000 GMT 5 Apr 90 


{Text} Abidjan, 5 Apr (AFP) — Incidcats broke out this 
morning around 0930 GMT in several places in Abidjan 
between policemen and counter-demonstrators during 
marches in support of President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny, according to AFP reporters at the scene. 


Shortly after the arrival of a group of pro-government 
demonstrators near the presidency tn the Plateau area, 
high school and university students started throwing 
Stones at officials and policemen and the policemen 
responded by throwing teargas. 


In the residential area of Cocody, high school and 
university students clashed with policemen who were 
trying to prevent them from going to the Plateau area. 
There, too, the policemen used teargas. 


‘cleavy Security’ at Marches 
ABOS04 105090 Paris AFP in French 0946 GMT 5 Apr 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 5 Apr (AFP}—Thousands of people, 
including a dozen ministers, began marching in the 
streets here at 0830 in support of President Houphouet- 
Boigny. according to AFP journalists at the scene. 


The first procession of about 5,000 persons left the 
municipal hall of Adjame, a working-class district, and 
headed for the presidency, in Plateau district. This group 
iS led by National Assembly Speaker Henri Konan Bedie, 
the number-two man in the state hierarchy. The second 
procession of about 2,900 persons left the Sports Com- 
plex of Treichville, another working-class district, and 
also headed tor the presidency. 


Before the procession departed, Internal Security Min- 
ister General Issouf Kone told the press: “Every day, the 
government 1s being taunted; power ts not in the streets. 
Security 1s guaranteed.” 


Banners carried by the demonstrators read: “President 
Houphouet, the People Are With You,” “No to Vio- 
lence.” “Down With Fear,” “Dialogue, the Weapon of 
the Strong.” 


There 1s heavy security: There are more military patrols 
than usual. Soldiers have put on their helmets and 
sword-belts and have guns in their hands. 


Houphouet-Boigny Makes Statement 


1BOS04154990 Abidjan Television Ilvoirienne Network 
in French 1330 GMT S§ Apr 90 


[Statement by Ivorian President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny on S$ April at his Cocody private residence as he 
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received supporters following an official march of sup- 
port for him in Abidjan on 5 April—recorded] 


[Text] What we have just witnessed this morning Is very 
gratifying. | advise each and everyone not just to forgive, 
but also to forget the abusive language and aspersions 
cast upon us. That is life. Ungratefulness is human. Let 
us act in such a way that ungratefuiness in Ivory Coast, if 
it exists, will never degenerate into hostility. We should 
all therefore endeavor to hate hatred and love love. God 
is love. 


If we keep on working at all levels and if we all give our 
best in an increasingly closer and more fraternal unity, in 
a freely accepted discipline, with God's help we will be 
able to achieve our ideal—the ideal that we have pur- 
sued—and the objectives that we have relentlessly pur- 
sued. These objectives are to make the Ivorian—the 
sooner the better—an equal peer and a brother to all 
men. I thank you. [applause] 


AFP Reports Incidents 
ABO5S04 155490 Paris AFP in French 1434 GMT 6 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] Abidjan, 5 Apr (AFP)}—Several dozen youths 
demonstrated today in Abidjan, thus disturbing the 
process of a march of support for President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. The march brought together nearly 
7,000 people, according to official sources, and between 
4.000 and 5,000 according to observers. 


The incidents occurred in the morning when the proces- 
sions of marchers who had come from Treichville and 
Adjame—two heavily populated areas of Abidjan—met 
in front of the City Hall, near the presidency, in the 
Plateau area, eyewitnesses reported. 


The youths, most of whom had come from the Plateau 
High School, threw stones at the crowds that supported 
the ruling power, forcing the security forces to intervene. 
The numerous policemen, gendarmes, and military men 
who were mobilized to protect the marchers including 
about 10 ministers, used tear-gas and charged the dem- 
onstrators, according to witnesses. 


Other incidents were initiated by high school students 
near some educational institutions at Cocody, an 
Abidjan residential area, Adjame, Port-Bouet, Anyama 
(30 km north of Abidjan), Dabou (40 km west of 
Abidjan), Bonoua (50 km east of Abidjan) and again at 
Bassam (30 km east of Abidjan), where several hundred 
high school students demonstrated yesterday, it was 
learned from official sources. 


The police and the military men, who received gas masks 
this morning, arrested several people, including 48-year 
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old philosopher and writer Jean-Marie Adiafi. He was 
arrested while he was haranguing the crowd against the 
ruling power. 


The support marches organized today were seen as a 
“provocation” by many Abidjan residents who told 
observers of their intention not to take part. One of the 
processions marched past several official buildings and 
dozens of civil servants, who demonstrated their dissat- 
isfaction by booing the marchers, AFP journalists in the 
area have noted. On 31 March, the government decided 
to reduce the salaries of civil servants by eight to 40 
percent and to impose a 10-percent levy on the wages of 
the private sector workers. These measures aroused the 
anger of those affected. 


“Tell the truth, say that all these marchers are not 
Ivorians,” said several people watching the processions 
led by the speaker of the National Assembly, Henri 
Konan Bedie, the country’s second in command. 


The progovernment demonstrators had been taken to the 
Mayor's Office of Adjame and the Sports Palace of 
Treichville, in buses hired for the occasion. They then 
marched under the protection of the security forces and 
a large number of armed policemen. At the beginning of 
the demonstration, the minister of interior, Mr Leon 
Konan Koffi, declared: “Every day, the government is 
being taunted: power is not in the street. Security ts 
assured.” 


The failure of this controversial progovernment demon- 
stration could have serious consequences for the govern- 
ment and for the head of state, whose authority is being 
more and more contested, according to observers in 
Abidjan. 


The young people who protested in Abidjan today booed 
the name of President Felix Houphopuet-Boigny, who 
had been called a “thief during the 2 March demonstra- 
tions. They committed several acts of vandalism, 
including breaking the windows of buses, it was 
»bserved. The authorities were forced to call in a unit of 
paratroopers, who are recognizable by their badges, to 
clear up the vicinity of the Television Station in Cocody, 
a FRENCH NEWS AGENCY [AFP] journalist 
observed. 


Calm had returned to Abidjan by the early afternoon, 
and AFP journalists noted that the heavy presence of the 
security forces continued. The university and schools of 
Abidjan had been closed for one month following the 
demonstrations of 2 March. President Houphouet- 
Boigny today called on Ivorians to “pull themselves 
together and rise above the current events.” The presi- 
dent, whose words had been carried by the radio and 
television, added: “Let us act in such a way that this will 
never degenrate into hostility. And in order to do this, let 
us all endeavor to hate hatred and to love love”. 
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AIP on ‘Tense’ Social Climate 
ABO0504171990 Dakar PANA in French 1526 GMT | Apr 90 


[Text] Abidjan. 5 Apr (AIP/PANA)—A march of sup- 
port for Ivorian President Felix Houphouet-Boigny orga- 
nized by the mayor of Abidjan was dispersed this 
morning by an angry crowd, just when the organizers 
were about to read motions of support to the head of 
State. 


The pro-government demonstrations were organized by 
the City of Abidjan to express the gratitude of Ivorians to 
President Houphouet, as well as their support for the 
austerity measures taken in regard to the country’s civil 
servants. 


It was pointed out that social hotbeds still exist in 
Dabou, Grand-Bassam, Aboisso, and 1n several areas of 
Abidjan where counter-demonstrations took place. 
Banks and shops were closed in the Plateau area (Abid- 
jan’s administrative area) this morning. 


The resumption of classes in primary, secondary, and 
higher edu-ational institutions, set for April 2 after a 
one-month disruption due to student strikes, took place 
sporadically in the primary schools, and in some high 
schools, the situation 1s reportedly very calm. Such ts not 
the case at the university, where students have continued 
to adopt a wait-and-see altitude. 


Members of the government have increased activities 
aimed at completely easing the situation. The political 
leaders have been carrying out extensive campaigns of 
sensitization and information for the population since 
the economic revival measures (cuts in salaries and 
reductions in the cost of living) came into effect on 31 
March 1990. 


The social climate in Ivory Coast still remained tense 
and an eventual explosion cannot be excluded in view of 
the current atmosphere, observers have noted in Abid- 
jan. 


Over 300 Youths Arrested 


AB0604 112090 Paris AFP in French 1085 GMT 
6 Apr 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 6 Apr (AFP)}—An increasing number of 
clashes between youths and policemen, gendarmes, and 
militarymen have occurred in many districts of Abidjan 
since this morning, and several arrests have been made, 
AFP reporters at the scene noted. Clashes occurred in the 
residential district of Cocody and in the working class 
districts of Treichville and Yopougon, the same sources 
said. The police arrested over 300 youths—apparently in 
Cocody—and escorted them at about 1000 GMT to the 
Central Police Station, in Plateau. 7n AFP reporter also 
noted. 
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Police Use Teargas; Incidents Elsewhere 


AB0604 122690 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 6 Apr 90 


[Text] This morning, the police used teargas to disperse 
demonstrating students in the Plateau and Cocody dis- 
tricts. In the Plateau, the demonstrators. who were 
marching toward the presidency, were dispersed near the 
City Hall. In Cocody, there were no classes in most 
secondary schools, where activities were disrupted by 
some students who boycotted classes and prevented their 
schoolmates from staying in school. 


In a related development, disturbances were also 
reported in certain major cities in the interior. In 
Bouake, Gagnoa, and Bongouanou, vandals attacked 
schools and some public buildings. 


Security Forces Interve ae at University 


AB0604 123490 Paris AFP in French 1153 GMT 
6 Apr 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 6 Apr(AFP)}—ivorian security forces 
today at about 1115 GMT, intervened on the Abidjan 
university Campus to dislodge protesting students, an 
AFP reporter at the scene reported. About a thousand 
students this morning held a general assembly and 
threatened to “burn down the libraries and laboratories” 
if the police or Army tried to intevene. They then turned 
to the president of the official association of students 
who they manhandled, according to these sources. 


Aboubakar Keita, president of the Movement of Stu- 
dents and Pupils of Ivory Coast (MEECI), had tried to 
intervene to calm the students but some students 
attacked and beat him up. He ran to take refuge in one 
administrative block, and security forces intervened a 
little later. 


The MEECI, which is affiliated to the Democratic Party 
of Ivory Coast (PDCI, the ruling party since indepen- 
dence), is an organization that is vehemently contested 
by protesting students. Mr. Keita left the university 
campus around | 130 GMT under police escort, the AFP 
reporter said. 


Student Dies in Adzope 


AB0604 161890 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1600 GMT 6 Apr 90 


[Text] A young boy died in Adzope this morning in 
circumstances that have not as yet been determined. It is 
known that he was a student, and that he had been 
arrested yesterday in the company of other friends for 
vandalism. He was released this very morning and, a few 
moments later, joined a group of young demonstrators 
who attacked various institutions of the town. An inves- 
tigation 1s In progress to determine the exact cause of 
death. 


In other developments, the security forces intervened at 
the University Teaching Hospital of Cocody this 
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morning to disperse a group of students who were 
moving toward the city center. The students then 
returned to the campus, but the security forces did not 
enter the campus itself. Disturbances have also been 
reported in Bouake, Gagnoa, and Bongouanou. 


AFP Reports Further on Grand Bassam Demonstrations 


ABO504 170390 Paris AFP in French 2041 GMT 
4 Apr 90 


[Text] Grand Bassam (Ivory Coast), 4 Apr (AFP}— 
About 50 youths were arrested yesterday during a stu- 
dent demonstration in Grand Bassam, the former colo- 
nial capital of Ivory Coast 30 km from Abidjan, and are 
still being detained at the town’s police station, it was 
observed there today by an AFP reporter. 


Moreover, the police and the gendarmerie are searching 
for about 10 youths from Bassam considered to be the 
ringleaders of these demonstrations. 


Most of the youths arrested yesterday are students from 
academic institutions in Grand Bassam. The others, 
about 10. according to police, are workers and idlers. 
The police only questioned the boys. 


The initial information received from official sources 
reported about |2 arrests and hinted that the ringleaders 
came trom Abidjan. 


Calm had returned to the former capital today and 
classes had resumed in the various school establish- 
ments. 


Tuesday's demonstration began at Grand Bassam’s 
Lycee Moderne, the most important with nearly 3,000 
students, according to several witnesses. 


Several hundred boys left in a group, crossing the town to 
rally students of another school situated outside of town. 
The young demonstrators shouted President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny’s name, according to several wit- 
nesses and the police. 


They stoned the town hall and broke all the windows in 
a bookstore. The other merchants saved their windows 
by rapidly iowering their metal shutters. The demonstra- 
tors also attacked a professional training center and did 
some material damage, intercepting a delivery truck with 
a load of beer and soft drinks. 


The Grand Bassam police and gendarmerie—about 40 
men—arrived and contained the demonstrators. They 
were only able to disperse the demonstration, however, 
late in the afternoon after receiving police reinforce- 
ments from Abidjan. 


One gir! and at least two policemen were slightly injured 
during the clashes, according to an official source. 


This is the first time the former colonial capital has 
experienced such incidents, stressed official circles in 
Grand Bassam. 
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Liberia 


Minister: Rebels ‘Contained’, No Lack of Support 


ABO0504175090 Dakar PANA in English 1348 GMT 
5 Apr 90 


[Text] Abuja (Nigeria), 5 April (PANA)}—The armed 
invasion in Liberia’s Nimba Country lasted this long 
because the government does not want to use full mili- 
tary force, the country’s minister of information, culture 
and tourism, J. Emmanuel Z. Bowier told a press con- 
ference in Abuja, central Nigeria, Thursday. He said the 
rebellion has now been contained and that the Liberian 
Army had surrounded the forest where the “‘mercenar- 
ies” are located. 


Bowier is in Abuja attending the fifth conference of 
African information ministers which started on 
Wednesday. He blamed international news agencies and 
radio stations for alleging that the armed invasion has 
dragged on for three months now because the govern- 
ment lacks support in the northeastern Nimba County. 
Bower said President Samuel Doe did not want to use 
excessive military force because innocent people would 
be victimised. 


Nimba Commander Says Operations ‘Intensifying’ 


AB0504212790 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 5 Apr 90 


[Text] The acting minister of information, Mr G. Moses 
Washington, says the Liberian Government is more 
concerned about the plight of those Liberians who are 
displaced and the thousands of refugees in neighboring 
countries, than to waste its time talking with a fugitive. 
He said the biggest problem on the mind of President 
Samuel Kanyon Doe is how those affected by the Nimba 
Situation will be relocated. 


Speaking in an interview with the LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, Minister Washington said there was nothing 
wrong with any citizen suggesting that the president hold 
talks with people, but that person or group of people must 
be individuals that the nation will gain from. [sentence as 
heard] The acting minister said government will welcome 
Suggestions from the president of the Liberian National 
Red Cross and all other citizens on how best the refugees 
and displaced persons can be cared for. 


He said the rebel incursion into certain parts of Nimba 
County, which has been contained, did not warrant any 
cease-fire, nor for the president of Liberia to hold 
dialogue with a man like Charles Taylor. Mr Washington 
observed that Charles Taylor is not in control of the few 
rebels that are in Nimba county, for he is not even on the 
Liberian territory. He said what the rebels were doing 
now is to strike at places where they will find food to 
survive, but added, they are not fighting to remove the 
constituted government of Liberia. 


Meanwhile, the area commander of government troops 
Carrying Out mopping-up operations against rebels in 
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Nimba County, Brigadier General (Charles Julu), has 
assured the citizens and business community in the 
county that peace and harmony will soon be restored in 
the area. A Defense Ministry spokesman in Ganta told 
the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY that Brig. Gen. (Julu) 
made the statement when he met with citizens and 
members of the business community in the county. Brig. 
Gen. (Julu) told the citizens and business community to 
give their fullest support and cooperation to the govern- 
ment forces in order to accomplish their mission as soon 
as possible. 


Responding, the Mandingo chief of Ganta City, Musa 
Kromah, said since the arrival of Brig. Gen. (Julu) and 
his men in the county, things were gradually returning to 
normal. He assured Brig. Gen. (Julu) that the citizens 
will further cooperate with him and his men in order to 
restore peace to the county. 


Meanwhile, Brig. Gen. (Julu) has said that the Nimba- 
Grand Gedeh Highway blocked by the rebels will soon 
be reopened, as government forces were intensifying 
operations in the area. 


New Commander Said Appointed For Nimba Troops 


AB0604110290 Paris AFP in English 1051 GMT 
6 Apr 90 


[Text] Monrovia, April 6 (AFP}—The commander of 
government troops fighting rebels in Liberia’s north- 
eastern Nimba County has been changed for the third 
time since the incursion began on December 24. 


The new commander Brigadier-General Charles Julue, 
has assured citizens of the county that “peace and 
harmony” will be restored, the state-run LINA [LIBER- 
ATION NEWS AGENCY] news agency said Friday, 
quoting a Defense Ministry spokesman. 


It is the first time the Defense Ministry has confirmed a 
change in the leadership of government troops in Nimba 
County. Gen. Julue replaces Colonel Hezekiah Bowen. 
Authorities did not say when the change took place. 


LINA said that governent forces were stepping up oper- 
ations in the [word indistinct] intended to reopen the 
highway between Nimba County and eastern Grand 
Geden County, currently blocked by rebels. 


It was the first time the government has admitted the 
highway, the major road to eastern Grand Gedeh and 
Maryland Counties, was under rebel control. Travellers 
have not been able to use it for three weeks. 


Gen. Julue is also commander of the Executive Mansion 
(State House) and has served as head of Joint Security 
Forces in Nimba County comprising soldiers, police and 
immigration pe: sonnel. 


42 WEST AFRICA 


First Relief Operations for Nimba Begin 4 Apr 


AB0604114490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 4 April 90 


[Text] The first part of relief operations for victims of the 
rebel incursion into Nimba County today took off for 
Gbarnga, Bong County. The UN relief team, which was 
headed by the UNDP resident representative, (Michael 
Hean), has carried up to 2! metric tons of food, which 
include rice and edible oil. Speaking to Isaac Bantu of 
the BBC in Gbarnga, Mr. (Hean) explained: 


{Begin recording] [(Hean)] We came up to launch the 
first relief operations. We have flown to Gbarnga about 
21 metric tons of food, which we have brought to some 
people who have come to this area; who have been 
displaced, mostly from Nimba County. We began, today, 
registering people; yesterday as well. We think by 
tomorrow we will be in a position to actually distribute 
food; and we also have been working with the city 
hospital to line up medical care and medical assistance. 
They are already doing quite an effective job, and we are 
just hoping to give the support and whatever means we 
have. 


[Bantu] But how well did the operations go today in 
Gbarnga city? 


{(Hean)} Oh, it is going quite well. It is going quite 
smoothly. The registration has gone very well. The word 
seems to be getting out quickly. I think one of the most 
striking (?signs) we see here is that the people who come 
into this area have been warmly welcomed into the 
homes of the people in Bong County. | think that speaks 
very highly of the people here, in that even though they 
may not even be related, they are welcoming them into 
their homes and really taking care of them. There was the 
need to get the word around that food is now available, 
and that word is spreading, and with that I think that 
{words indistinct]. [end recording} 


What in fact has been the original purpose of the relief 
team now in Gbarnga City? Mr. (Michael Hean) again 
explains. 


[Begin (Hean) recording] Our main objective, of course, 
is to go to Nimba County itself, and we as soon as we can 
do that, we [words indistinct] with some news that the 
roads were going to be open again up to Ganta. In fact, 
we have sent up a small supply of food this morning to 
Ganta and Sanequille, and we hope that we are going to 
have another small amount today [words indistinct] but 
we hope that it will open up the way for us to set up a 
(?center) for relief operations within Nimba County 
itself. [end recording] 
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FAO Donates $2.6 Million in Emergency Food Aid 


AB0394195290 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] The Food and Agriculture Organization [FAO] of 
the United Nations has approved an emergency food aid 
for victims of the Nimba crisis. The $2.6 million aid 
includes rice, edible oils, fish, meat, and other things. An 
Agriculture Ministry release said the package was 
approved by the director general of the FAO, Dr. 
Edouard Saouma. It follows an appeal by the agriculture 
minister, Mr. Scoit Toweh. 


Sierra Leone 


USSR Envoy Assures Constant Ties Despite Changes 


AB2303221790 Freetown Domestic Servi-e in English 
2000 GMT 23 Mar 90 


[Text] The Soviet ambassador to Sierra Leone, Mr. 
Vladimir Novoseltsev, has briefed the first vice presi- 
dent, Al Hadji Abu Kamara, on developments taking 
place in his country and those of Central and Eastern 
Europe. He disclosed that his government has already 
elected the Soviet leader as executive president, a posi- 
tion which embodies effectiveness and stability to facil- 
itate the process of perestroyka and glasnost. He assured 
Al Hadji Abu Kamara that events in his country and 
those in other parts of Eastern and Central Europe will 
not affect the good relations already existing between his 
country and the Third World, particularly Sierra Leone. 
The envoy said, however, that events in Eastern Europe 
are of paramount historical significance to them, and 
that his country is viewing the situation with great 
concern. 


Receiving the ambassador this morning, Vice President 
Kamara told Mr. Novoseltsev that Sierra Leone is fol- 
lowing with keen interest events around the world, 
particularly those im Eastern and Central Europe, as they 
are bound to affect Third World countries. Vice Presi- 
dent Kamara praised the wisdom of the Soviet leader, 
Mr. Gorbachev, whom he described as an experienced 
and tactful politician. He said the Soviet Union is one of 
Sierra Leone’s best friends and expressed the hope that 
the two countries will continue to enjoy fruitful bilateral 
relations, regardless of changes in either country. On the 
German unification, Vice President Kamara maintained 
that a united Germany is no doubt different from the 
Federal or Eastern Germany, but emphasized that the 
question is a matter for European powers to consu!! and 
consider carefully. 
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